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MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : Mr.  Councillor  A.  Hampton. 

Mr.  Councillor  D.  Bcnion. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  E.  Bcddow. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  Clarke,  J.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  H.  J.  Foster. 

Mr.  Councillor  Joseph  Hampton. 

Mr.  Councillor  J.  Phillips. 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  Whitehouse. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman : Mr.  Councillor  A Hampton. 

.All  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  with 
the  following-  co-opted  Members : — 

Miss  Hanning-.  Mrs.  A.  Stanley. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Jackson.  Mrs.  M.  Wrig-ht. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  W.  F.  Gapper,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
.Assistant  Medical  Officer;  H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
(appointed  1.5.37.  Resigned  28.2.38.). 

D.  .A.  McCracken,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (appointed  1.4.38). 
Dental  Surgeon:  G.  Williamson,  L. D.S. 

Dental  Attendant : Miss  N.  T.  Nokes. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Shops  Act  Inspector:  Fred  Turner 
C.R.S.I.,  Certificate  of  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  foods. 
.Additional  Sanitary  Inspector:  Jo.seph  Ball,  C.R.S.I. 
.Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector ; Norman  Aston. 

Clerks  for  Sanitary  Inspectors : J.  Winsper,  E.  Fereday, 

R.  Heath  (appointed  29.8.38). 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Mrs.  E.  Harris,  C.M.B.,  Nursing  Training. 

Mrs.  D.  Robinson,  C.M.B.,  State  Registered  Nurse. 
Miss  D.  Watwood,  C.M.B.,  Nursing  Training. 

Mrs.  M.  Rowley,  C.M.B.,  Nursing  Training. 

Miss  M.  Richardson,  C.M.B.,  Nursing  Training. 

CLERKS  JOINTLY  WITH  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Miss  D.  Foster  (Resigned  1.12.38),  Miss  E.  D.  Ball, 
Miss  D.  Roden,  Miss  I.  Barratt  (appointed  1.1.39). 

PART  TIME  OFFICERS. 

Oculist:  G.  F.  Haycraft,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.O.M.S. 
Surgeon  for  Nose  and  Throat:  F.  W.  Sydenham,  F.R.C.S.,  Ed. 
Orthopaedic  .Surgeon:  Ernest  A.  Freeman,  F.R.C.S.,  M.B.,  B.S. 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon:  W.  L.  Thomas,  F.R.C.S., 

D.L.O. 

Orthopaedic  Masseuse:  Miss  F.  M.  Barnes,  C.S.M.M.G. 


3 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURINC 
1938  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of 

each  year 

Nett  Births 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  District 

Number 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Under  1 year  of  age 

At  all  ages 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 

Number 

Rate 

1928 

35,830 

781 

21.8 

46 

58.9 

337 

9,4 

1929 

35,290 

693 

19.6 

49 

70.7 

404 

11.4 

1930 

35,290 

716 

20.2 

42 

58.6 

340 

9.6 

1931 

34,800 

673 

19.3 

61 

90.6 

432 

12.4 

1932 

34,930 

676 

19.3 

47 

69.5 

334 

9.5 

1933 

34,700 

627 

18.06 

45 

71.7 

364 

10.4 

1934 

35,689 

651 

18.2 

54 

82.9 

358 

10.0 

1935 

35,990 

564 

15.6 

50 

88.6 

374 

10.3 

1936 

36,230 

644 

17.7 

54 

83.8 

415 

11.4 

1937 

36,490 

699 

19.1 

38 

54.3 

410 

11.2 

1938 

36,730 

662 

18.02 

39 

58.9 

417 

10.8 

Comparability  factor  i.ii  Adjusted  Death  Rate  11.9. 


Area  of  district  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water)  ... 

SA55 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census,  1931 

35.300 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938) 
according  to  rate  books 

9362' 

Rateable  Value 

j£i52,366  0 0 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ... 

£s66  0 0 

Poor  Law  Relief  (outdoor)  year  ended  31st 
December,  1938 

£6212  5 I 
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CANNOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

W.  F.  CAPPER,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 


for  the  Year  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1938. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  laid  down  in  Circular  1728  dated 
25th  October,  1938. 

Dr.  H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
on  being  appointed  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  tho 
City  of  Chester,  resigned  in  March. 

Dr.  D.  A.  McCracken,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  was  appointed 
to  the  vacancy  and  commenced  duties  on  ist  April. 

After  9^  years  of  valuable  service  on  the  clerical  staff.  Miss 
D.  Foster  resigned  on  ist  December,  her  post  being  filled  by 
Miss  E.  D.  Ball  who  was  already  on  the  staff.  Miss  I.  Barrett 
was  newly  appointed  to  the  Department.  Mr.  Winsper,  Clerk 
in  the  Sanitary  Department  was  transferred  to  the  Finance 
Department  and  Mr.  R.  Heath  was  newly  appointed  to  the 
clerical  staff. 


SECTION  A.— Social  Conditions 


The  main  industry  in  the  area  is  coal  mining.  The  coal 
raised  is  chiefly  used  for  household  purposes  and,  therefore, 
there  is  a marked  change  in  employment  in  the  summer  and 
winter  months,  showing  an  increase  in  unemployment  during 
the  summer. 

Other  industries  in  the  area  consist  of  Bricks  and  Tiles 
Manufacture,  Edge  Tool  Manufacture,  Building,  Wholesale 
Clothing  Manufacture,  Toy  and  Glove  Manufacture,  General 
Engineering,  Confectionery  and  Baking  Manufacture. 
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Most  of  the  local  trades  have  continued  in  their  share  in 
the  g'eneral  trade  improvement  and  several  have  been  working 
at  full  pressure  during  the  year. 

Mr.  P.  G.  Plant,  Manager  for  the  Ministry  of  Labour  of 
the  Employment  E.xchange,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
figures  : — 

Summer  Period. 

(a)  Wholly  Unemployed, 

(b)  Temporarily  Stopped  (Unemployed  for  periods  of  not 
more  than  6 weeks  duration)  persons  on  the  register 


for  week  ending  16.5.38. 

, Men 

W omen 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

(a) 

Wholly  Unemployed  ...  437 

103 

1 1 

72 

623 

(b) 

Temporarily  Stopped  ...  239 

61 

8 

1 1 

319 

676 

164 

19 

83 

942 

Winter  Period. 

The  total  number  of  persons  insured  under  the  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance  Scheme  in  the  Area  on  20.12.38  was 
approximately  20,000  divided  as  follows  ; — 


Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

under  16 

16—17 

under  16 

16—17 

16418 

1144 

1099 

968 

442 

327 

« 

20398 

The  number  of  persons  (a)  wholly  unemployed  and  (b) 
temporarily  stopped  (unemployed  for  periods  of  not  more  than 
6 weeks  duration)  are  : — 

Men  Women  Boys  Girls  Total 

(a)  Wholly  Unemployed  ...  423  8g  7 20  535 

(b)  Temporarily  Stopped  ...  264  27  6 24  321 

687  1 16  13  44  860 

These  figures  compare  very  favourably  with  those  for  the 
past  two  years  when  for  the  same  period  in  1937  the  total 
number  was  950  and  in  1936  was  709. 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  Home  Assistance 
throughout  the  year  taking  a weekly  average  was  465.  Actually 
the  weekly  average  number  of  “cases”  receiving  assistance  was 
235,  giving  an  average  approximately  of  4.5  persons  to  every 
two  “cases”  receiving  assistance.  There  is  little  evidence  of 
extreme  poverty  in  the  district. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  shown  as  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  is  306.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population  for  mid-1938  is  36,730  an  increase  of  240  over  the 
estimated  population  for  mid-ig37.  As  in  the  past  year,  this 
shows  a balance  of  migration  from  the  district. 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births,  legitimate  ...  ...  ...  649  329  320 

Live  Births,  illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  13  3 10 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  18.02. 

Total  M.  F. 

Still  Births,  legitimate  ...  ...  ...  25  9 16 

Still  Births,  illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 1 — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  ‘births  (live  and  still)  37.7. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  417  237  i8d 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  10.8 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes ; — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  & still)  births 
Puerperal  Sepsis  • ...  ...  1 1.4 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  2 2.9 

Total  3 4.3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

Deaths 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  39 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  50 

,,  ,,  Measles  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age)  ...  ...  ...  2 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  Birth  Rate  compared 
with  that  of  last  year  though  it  was  higher  than  in  the  previous 
two  years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  higher  than  the  record  low  rate 
of  the  past  year  but  is  only  0.5  higher  than  the  previous  low 
record  of  1930. 

There  were  only  2 deaths  from  Diarrhoea  of  children  under 
2 years  of  age  as  compared  with  three  last  year  and  10  the 
previous  year.  One  might  conjecture  that  this  may  be  the  result 
of  the  increased  attendances  at  the  Welfare  Centres  where  the 


Rate 

58-9 

60.0 
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mothers  have  been  advised  regarding  the  diet  of  the  children. 
1 have  no  doubt  that  children  have  been  saved  through  advice 
given  at  the  Centres  ■ as  many  who  have  come  there  with 
commencing  diarrhoea  and  green  stools  and  the  mothers  advised 
would  otherwise  have  been  treated  at  home  with  various 
medicines  and  powders  and  the  medical  practitioner  called  in 
when  it  would  be  too  late  to  save  those  children.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  epidemic  of  summer  diarrhoea  has  occurred  in  this 
area  during  the  last  two  years,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  to  remain  the  same  or  is  to 
be  still  lower  in  the  coming  years. 

Of  the  total  deaths  of  417,  112  or  26.8  per  cent,  occurred 
in  institutions.  Of  these,  31  died  in  the  Public  .Assistance 
Committee’s  Institution,  33  at  Stafford  Infirmary,  and  16  at 
the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Cancer  accounted  for  50  deaths  in  the  area,  an  increase  of 
13  over  the  past  year.  As  in  the  previous  years  the  commonest 
site  of  the  cancer  was  some  part  of  .the  digestive  organs, 
accounting  for  22  cases.  Two  cases  were  under  45  while  30 
were  65  or  over.  32  of  the  cases  were  males  and  18  females. 

Heart  disease  was  the  cause  of  death  in  94  cases  more  than 
half  of  these  being  over  50  years  old. 

Respiratory  diseases  were  responsible  for  76  deaths,  21  being 
due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  16  bronchitis  and  36  pneumonia. 
Females  were  more  affected  than  males  especially  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  when  there  were  15  females  compared  to  6 males, 
an  increase  of  10  over  the  past  year. 

There  were  only  14  deaths  from  violence  during  the  year 
compared  with  25  last  year.  There  was  a decrease  in  those  due 
to  mining  accidents  being  four  this  year  compared  to  10  the 
previous  year.  Traffic  casualties  were  increased  being  7 com- 
pared to  five  in  the  previous,  year. 


8 


1938 


Rate  pee  1,000 
Bikths 

aeoA  X aopnn 
sqxt’aa;  li!|OX 

n 

s 

t- 

lO 

iO 

! 

\o 

oi 

00 

lO 

(sjeoA  g laputi) 
gixuaxua; 
puE  EaOqjJTJIQ 

iq 

lO 

00 

q 

CO 

wH 

CO 

*H 

pH 

o 

d 

Annual  Death  Bate  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

aonaioi^ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0.37 

TJznenynx 

'i 

o 

0.10 

pH 

rH 

d 

0.06 

0.16 

'Bueqxqdid 

o 

d 

O 

d 

1 

0.06 

lO 

o 

d 

0.16 

1 

qSno0  gpidoog  u 

1 

0.03 

1 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

i 

J0A8,J  lapEOS 

O 

d 

pH 

o 

d 

0.01 

O 

d 

1 

o 

d 

0.05 

eo 

O 

d 

0.06 

1 

xoj 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ploqdAx^’aB^J; 
poB  pwqdAx 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

, sasn^Q  \\Y 

1 

i-H 

q 

»H 

11.4 

10.8 

11.9 

Birth 

Bate 

per 

1,000 

Total 

Popu- 

lation 

i6 

rH 

q 

d 

i-n 

CO 

pH 

18.02 

England  and  Wales 

1 

125  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  (including  London)  ... 

148  Smaller  Towns  (resident 
population  25,000  to  50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

London 

Cannock 

„ adjusted 

% 


9 


SECTION  B. — General  Provisions  of  Health 
Services  for  the  Area. 


(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  same  arrangements  exist  with  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  Laboratory  as  in  previous  years,  for  the  carrying  out  of 
all  necessary  examinations  of  clinical  material,  water,  milk  and 
food-stuff's.  Every  material  sent  is  examined  and  reported  on 
most  satisfactorily  and  willingly.  .■\11  samples  of  milk  submitted 
to  the  Laboratory  for  examination  by  the  Authority’s  Sanitary 
Inspector  are  charged  to  the  Authority  at  3s.  per  sample. 
Reports  on  examination  of  all  other  material  are  not  charged 
directly  to  the  Local  Authority. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Two  ambulances  are  maintained  by  the  Council  and  the 
service  is  adequate.  The  older  ambulance  was  renovated  but 
the  Council  may  have  to  consider  replacing  it  by  a more  modern 
type  of  ambulance  in  the  future.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
with  surrounding  districts  where  one  can  call  upon  the  other 
when  necessary  in  a case  of  emergency. 

(C)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Heath  Hayes  formed  a local  nursing  Association  at  the  end 
of  the  year  so  that  the  area  is  now  served  by  four  district 
associations.  The  Cannock  District  Nursing  Association 
appointed  an  additional  district  nurse  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  so  that  the  whole  area  at  present  is  served  with  five  district 
nurses.  The  Council  pay  an  annual  grant  of  ;^25  to  each 
association  per  nurse  in  consideration  of  which  the  nursing  of 
Measles,  Ophthalmia,  Whooping  Cough,  Poliomyelitis,  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  undertaken  at  home. 

(d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Ante-natal  Clinics  (2)  : — 

Arthur  Street,  Chadsmoor. 

Health  Department,  Church  Street,  Cannock. 

Welfare  Centres  (4)  : — 

Chadsmoor : Arthur  Street. 

Cannock : Sunday  Schools,  Walsall  Road. 

Hednesford  ; "Victoria  Street. 

Heath  Hayes:  St.  John’s  Institute. 

Toddlers’  Clinic  (i)  : — 

Chadsmoor : Arthur  Street. 
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These  are  for  consultation  purposes  only  and  consist  of 
waiting-  room,  weig^hing-  room  and  doctor’s  room.  Provision 
for  perambulators  exists  at  all  centres  but  is  not  very  satis- 
factory except  at  Chadsmoor. 

School  Clinics  (4)  : — 

The  Central  Clinic,  Church  Street,  Cannock,  for : — 

(a)  Orthopaedics. 

(b)  Dental. 

(c)  Refraction. 

(d)  Tonsils  and  adenoids  and  minor  operations  for  ear, 
nose  and  throat. 

(e)  Aural  cases. 

(f)  Minor  ailments. 

Minor  ailments  clinics  are  provided  in  the  same  buildings 
as  the  Welfare  Centres  in  the  three  remaining  districts.  Dental 
treatment  is  carried  out  at  Chadsmoor  and  Heath  Hayes  in  the 
same  centre  as  the  Welfare  but  at  Hednesford  it  is  carried  out 
at  the  Technical  College.  Plans  for  a new  Welfare  Centre 
incorporated  with  a new  library  and  Fire  Station  have  been 
drawn  out  for  Hednesford  and  it  is  hoped  that  building  will 
commence  in  the  coming  year. 

The  new  clinic  at  Arthur  Street,  Chadsmoor  was  completed 
and  declared  open  on  April  25th. 
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The  following"  is  the  plan  and  front  external  view  of  the  new 
clinic : — 
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It  is  a single  storey  structure  planned  round  a centrally 
placed  Assembly  Hall.  It  was  built  on  the  land  transferred  to 
the  Department,  valued  at  The  capital  cost  of  the 

building  was  ;^4328  2s.  and  of  the  furniture  and  equipment 
£,27 S The  Annua]  loan  charges  and  cost  of  maintenance 

is  apportioned  between  Education  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare.  The  pram  shelter  is  built  alongside  to  the  right  of 
the  main  building  from  where  mothers  can  enter  the  Assembly 
Hall  through  the  side  entrance. 

Tuberculosis  Sub-Dispensary: — 

The  Dispensary  is  open  twice  weekly  : — 

Tuesday  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m.  Adults. 

Friday  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m.  Children. 

Treatment  Centre  for  Venereal  Diseases: — 

The  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. 

A clinic  is  held  at  the  new  centre  at  Chadsmoor  every 
Tuesday  morning  at  10-30  a.m.  and  is  attended  by  a fully; 
qualified  Medical  Practitioner  every  second  Tuesday  in  the  month. 
It.  is  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  StalTordshlrc  Women’s 
Welfare  Centre  working  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Birth 
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Control  Association.  The  local  Authority  is  not  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  the  clinic  but  has  g'iven  the  u.se  of  the  centre 
free  of  charge  together  with  a block  grant  of  £2^  p.a.  towards 
the  establishment  of  the  clinic.  Free  consultation,  examination 
etc.  is  given  to  all  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  referred  to 
this  clinic  by  the  Authority’s  Medical  Olhcer  where  it  is  con- 
sidered that  further  pregnancy  would  be  detrimental  to  health. 

(e)  HOSPITAL— PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

For  Small  Pox : 

The  Hospital  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Board  is 
availabfe,  this  district  being  one  of  the  constituent  Authorities. 
The  hospital  is  situated  at  Moxley,  in  the  Bilston  Urban  District. 

For  Infectious  Diseases  : — 

At  present  the  Council  does  not  maintain  an  Infectious 
disease  hospital.  Cases  are  sent  to  the  Walsall  Borough 
Hospital,  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Cannock  Rural  District  at 
Cheslyn  Hay  and  to  the  Stafford  Borough  Fever  Hospital,  the 
Council  paying  the  charges  for  each  individual  case.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  Provisional  Order  (Mid- 
Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  District)  Bill  passed  through  both 
houses  of  Parliament  and  since  then  has  received  the  Royal 
assent.  By  this  Act  provision  is  made  for  a Joint  Hospital 
for  infectious  disease  for  a united  district  of  twelve  authorities, 
of  which  Cannock  is  one.  It  is  hoped  that  the  hospital  will  be 
erected  in  the  near  future. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  abnormal  and  necessitous 
maternity  cases  are  sent  to  The  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton, 
with  whom  the  Authority  have  a satisfactory  scheme. 

For  Tuberculosis. 

County  Sanatorium,  Prestwood  House,  Kingswinford. 
Edge  View  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Kinver. 

Groundslow  House  Sanatorium,  Tittensor. 

Yarnfield  Isolation  Hospital,  Near  Stone. 

Children’s  Sanatorium,  The  Limes,  Himley. 

Standon  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Eccleshall. 

These  are  maintained  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton 
and  Dudley  Joint  Committee. 

For  Children. 

There  are  no  hospitals  available  under  any  arrangement  by 
^he  Council  for  the  treatment  of  children,  but  cases  are  often 
referred  to  the  Birmingham  Children’s  Hospital,  Wolverhampton 
Royal  Hospital,  Stafford  Infirmary  and  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution  at  Cannock. 


There  is  a Miners’  Accident  Home  at  Hednesford  in  the 
Urban  District.  This  Home  is  maintained  by  voluntary  efforts 
and  is  of  very  useful  service  to  the  area. 

The  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  within  the  Urban 
District. 

The  General  Hospitals,  all  voluntary,  available  for  the 
district  are  at  Wolverhampton,  Walsall,  Stafford  and  Birming- 
ham. Most  cases  attend  the  Wolverhampton  and  Stafford 
Hospitals. 

For  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 
children,  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  and  the  Children’s 
Homes  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  are  within  the  area.  • 

For  Orthopaedics: — 

For  cases  requiring  a short  stay,  the  Royal  Hospital, 
Wolverhampton,  is  available. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  County  Authority  is  the  supervising  authority  for  this 
service  in  this  area.  Under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  seven 
salaried  midwives  have  been  appointed  to  serve  the  whole  area 
with  one  additional  relief  midwife. 

There  are  two  independent  midwives  practising  in  the 
district  each  of  whom  have  a nursing  home,  one  at  Littleworth 
and  one  at  Hednesford.  These  come  under  the  supervision  of 
the  County  as  the  supervising  Authority. 

683  births  were  notified  by  the  midwives  during  the  year 
out  of  a total  of  688  births.  Notification  of  births  has  been 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

All  expectant  mothers  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment arc  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  invited  to  attend 
the  Ante-Natal  clinic.  Similarly  children  under  five  years  old 
arc  all  visited  at  home.  Mothers  are  asked  to  bring  the 
children  to  the  Welfare  Centre  periodically  for  advice  and 
supervision. 

rile  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors : — 
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Ante-Natal  Visits  : — 

Primary 

Re-visits 

Primary  visits  to  inlants 
Revisits  to  infants 

Re-visits  to  infants  according  to  age. 

Under  one  year  

One  to  two  years 
'I'wo  to  three  years 
Three  to  four  years 
Pour  to  Five  years 
Special  visits  : — 

Measles- 

Primary,  all  ages 
Re-visits,  all  ages 
Ophthalmia — 

Primary 
Re-visits 
Diarrhoea — 

Primary 
Re-visits 

Whooping  Cough — 

Primary 
Re-visits 

whooping  cough 
area  during  the 
cases  is  much 
total  number 


152 

281 

617 

8,154 


o, 


331 

2,204 

1,128 

957 


30 

81 


3 

12 

8 

9 


As 
in  the 
such 
the 


m 

cases,  .\nte-natal  visits 
visits  were  made  while 
of  a total  of  688  births. 


8 

10 

and  measles  were  not  very  prevalent 
year,  the  number  of  special  visits  to 
reduced.  There  was  a slight  improvement 
of  visits  to  infants  as  well  as  to  Ante-natal 
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could  be  improved  upon  as  only 
igo  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  out 
The  Authoritv  have  considered  the 


appointmeht  of  a Superintendent  of  Health  Visitors  and  it  is 
hoped  to  appoint  one  in  the  coming  year.  One  of  the  Health 
Visitors  attended  a fortnight’s  course  at  the  Winter  school  for^ 
Health  visitors  in  London  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


WELFARE  CENTRES. 


CENTRES 

Sessions 

held 

Primary  Attendances 
of  Infants 

ToUl 

Attendances 

LTnder 

1 year 

1—5 

years 

Under 

1 year 

1—5 

years 

Cannock 

48 

126 

20 

2336 

1496 

Hednesford... 

47 

79 

16 

1434 

1490 

Chadsmoor  .. 

49 

130 

12 

2109 

1702 

Heath  Hayes 

47 

82 

17 

1242 

1254 

Totals 

191 

417 

65 

7121 

5951 
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The  average  attendance  at  all  the  centres  shows  a marked 
increase.  Mothers  are  realising  the  benefit  of  attending  these 
clinics  regularly.  There  were  433  total  attendances  at  the 
Toddlers  Clinic  held  at  the  Chadsmoor  centre  once  a fortnight, 
26  sessions  having  been  held  during  the  year.  The  average 
attendance  at  each  session  was  16.  54  individual  children 

attended,  27  of  whom  were  primary  attendances.  These  figures 
are  not  included  in  the  above  figures  for  the  Welfare  Clinic  at 
Chadsmoor.  Some  toddlers  attend  the  weekly  Welfare  Centre 
as  it  is  impossible  for  mothers  with  infants  under  two  and 
toddlers  between  two  and  five  to  attend  both  the  welfare  and 
the  Toddlers  clinics.  They  are,  therefore,  allowed  to  attend 
the  Welfare  clinic  with  their  toddlers.  When  the  new  Superin- 
tendent of  Health  Visitors  is  appointed,  other  Toddlers  clinics 
will  be  established  in  the  district  where  it  is  considered  necessary. 

Similar  arrangements  exist  as  in  the  previous  years  for 
referring  children  under  five  to  special  Clinics  and  for  Dental 
treatment. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Only  two  centres,  one  at  Cannock  and  one  at  Chadsmoor 
are  used  for  ante-natal  clinics.  The  premises  at  the  other  centres 
are  not  suitable  for  ante-natal  clinics.  When  the  proposed  new 
centres  at  Hednesford  and  Heath  Hayes  have  been  built,  ante- 
natal clinics  will  be  established  in  these  areas. 

Dr.  McCracken,  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who  was  in  charge  of  these  clinics,  reports ; — 

“The  number  of  sessions  held  per  month  at  Cannock  and 
Chadsmoor  are  the  same  as  last  year. 

CANNOCK:  Second  and  Fourth  Friday  of  each  month. 
(Church  Street) . 

CHADSMOOR:  First  and  third  Friday  of  each  raenth. 
(Arthur  Street) . 

On  the  whole  the  work  shows  a very  definite  increase  and 
this  is  due  in  great  part  to  the  provision  of  modern  premises 
at  Chadsmoor  together  with  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  of  the 
County  Midwives  and  the  local  health  visiting  staff.  It  is  not 
fully  realised  by  many  of  the  patients  that  it  is  in  their  own 
interests  that  they  should  seek  medical  advice  in  the  early  months 
of  pregnancy  either  by  attendance  at  the  appropriate  clinic  or 
their  own  family  practitioner.  Full  advantage  is  not  taken  of  the 
postnatal  facilities  afforded  under  the  scheme  in  connection  with 
the  clinics.  In  all  cases  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
mothers  to  attend  a clinic  or  their  own  family  practitioner  four 
to  six  weeks  after  confinement  in  order  to  have  any  abnormality 
treated  and  in  this  way  avoid  many  of  the  postnatal  conditions 
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which  might  in  future  years  result  in  some  gynaecological 
complaint. 

Much  fuller  use  of  the  Dental  Scheme  has  been  taken  during 
the  year  and  the  prejudice  of  the  mothers  against  such  treatment 
will  soon  be  a thing  of  the  past.  From  the  marked  improvement 
in  the  general  health  and  well-being  of  those  who  have  had  such 
treatment,  it  is  realised  that  the  Dental  Service  is  contributing 
its  full  share  to  the  improvement  in  the  health  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers.  I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Williamson  for  his 
diligent  and  enthusiastic  co-operation  in  connection  with  the 
scheme. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  relative  to  this  service : — 


Chadsmoor 

Cannock 

Total 

Primary  Attendances  ... 

186 

109 

295 

Re-attendances 

372 

260 

632 

Postnatal 

4 

10 

14 

Total  Attendances 

562 

379 

941 

Number  of  Sessions 

24 

24 

48 

•Average  No.  per  Session  ...  ...  23.4 

15.8 

19.6 

No.  of  cases  referred  to  Consultant 

5 

2 

7 

Abnormalities  detected 

No.  of  patients  supplied  with  free 

30 

29 

59 

milk 

23 

19 

42 

No.  of  patients  referred  to  the  dentist 

Summary  of  Abnormalities 

57 

Found 

20 

77 

Varicose  Veins  requiring  ambulant 

treatment  ... 

16 

Contracted  Pelvis 

6 

Heart  Disease 

5 

Severe  Albuminuria 

2 

Uterine  Prolapse 

2 

Cystitis 

I 

Fibromyomata 

2 

Non-specific  Lcucorrhoea 

6 

Cervical  Polypus 

I 

Ovarian  Cyst 

I 

Myxoedema 

I 

Excessive  Vomiting 

4 

Ankylosis  of  Knee  Joint  and  Tilted 

Pelvis 

I 

Menorrhagia 

I 

Miscarriage 

I 

Sterility  ...  

I 

Perineal  Tear 

I 

Post-partum  Anaemia 

4 

Sub-involution 

0 

Endocrine  Dysfunction 

I 

Total  59 
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Cases  referred  to  the  Consultant : — 
Fibromyomata 
Cervical  Polypus 
Contracted  Pelvis 
Ovarian  Cyst 
Endocrine  Dysfunction 
Heart  Disease 

Ankylosis  of  Knee  Joint  and  Tilted  Pelvis 


2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Total  8 


A special  weekly  session  has  been  arrang-ed  every  Monday 
afternoon  for  the  dental  treatment  of  ante-natal  cases  and 
nursing"  mothers.  This  service  has  been  much  appreciated  by 
the  mothers  and  has  worked  most  satisfactorily.  Dental  treat- 
ment and  dentures  are  provided  free  or  otherwise  according  to 
a scale  of  income  adopted  by  the  Authority. 


The  Dentist  Reports  : — 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  TODDLERS  CLINICS. 


4^ 

13  ffi 

M)  OQ 

§ fl 

Numbers  specially  referred  to  dental 

Bxpectc 

Mother 

Nursin 

Mother 

OQ  'w 

Total 

clinics  by  a medical  officer 

8l 

8 

33 

122 

Numbers  found  to  be  in  need  of 

treatment 

74 

8 

32 

II4 

Numbers  who  received  treatment  ... 

62 

8 

32 

102 

Numbers  made  dentally  fit 

Numbers  of  treatments: — 

40 

4 

32 

76 

a) . fillings 
i)  temporary  teeth 

_ 

___ 

4 

4 

ii)  in  permanent  teeth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

b)  . Number  of  teeth  extracted 

c) .  Number  of  administrations 

753 

83 

57 

893 

of  general  anaesthesia 

72 

7 

5 

84 

d).  Number  of  patients 

supplied  with  dentures  ... 

16 

3 

— 

19 

e) . Number  of  dentures 

supplied 

31' 

6 

— 

37 
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INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  the  appointed  visitors  to  children 
to  whom  the  Act  applies.  There  were  four  children  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Health  Visitors  paid  40 
visits  throughout  the  year. 

Notices  regarding  the  nursing  and  maintenance  of  children 
coming  under  this  Act  have  been  inserted  periodically  in  the 
local  newspapers. 

BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  60  visits  to  these  children  on 
behalf  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  following  rates  are  those  of  deaths  of  women  per  1,000 


live  births  registered  : 

England 

Year.  and  "Wales. 

Cannock. 

Actual  deaths — Cannock. 
From  From  other 

1931 

4. 1 1 

2.97 

Sepsis. 

Causes. 

2 

1932 

4.24 

2.96 

— 

2 

1933 

4.42 

3-T 

2 

— 

1934- 

4.6 

6. 1 

4 

— 

1935 

4.1 

3-5 

— 

2 

1936 

3-65 

1.4 

— 

X 

1937 

3-” 

4.1 

3 

— 

1938 

3.08 

4.4 

I 

2 

Only  one  death  was  due  to  puerperal  sepsis.  She  was  a 
woman  of  42,  this  being  her  fifth  pregnancy.  The  previous  four 
pregnancies  were  normal.  The  duration  of  pregnancy  was  14 
weeks.  No  doctor  or  midwife  had  been  engaged  nor  did  she 
attend  the  ante-natal  clinic.  Medical  .'Md  was  sought  on  the 
second  day  of  illness  on  account  of  loss  of  blood.  The  patient 
was  immediately  removed  to  hospital  but  died  from  septicaemia 
following  the  abortion.  The  second  case  was  a woman  of  33 
who  had  refused  to  attend  the  Ante-nata}  clinic  but  had  booked 
a midwife  for  this,  her  third  pregnancy.  Pregnancy  was  of  40 
weeks  duration  when  she  had  ante-partum  haemorrhage.  She 
was  removed  immediately  to  hospital  when  it  was  found  to  be 
a case  of  central  placenta  praevia  with  a breech  presentation. 
Her  condition  was  too  bad  to  attempt  Caesarean  section  and  she 
died  undelivered  in  spite  of  intra  venous  therapy  and  blood 
transfusion. 
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The  third  case  was  a woman  of  32.  She  had  been  treated 
at  hospital  several  weeks  before  she  died,  but  ultimately  died 
of  hyperemesis  gravidarum  and  mitral  disease.  She  did  not 
attend  any  ante-natal  clinic. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PYREXIA. 

Ten  cases  were  notified  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  nine  were 
removed  to  hospital.  A scheme  exists  between  the  Local 
Authority  and  Wolverhampton  Royal  Hospital  providing  hospital 
treatment  for  maternity  cases  when  necessary.  Two  Consultants 
have  been  appointed  to  whom  patients  are  referred  and  who  any 
general  practitioner  can  call  upon  when  necessary,  the  Local 
Authority  being  responsible  for  payment  of  fees,  under  the 
scheme.  The  scheme  has  been  very  satisfactory  so  far.  With 
the  present  scheme  for  Consulting  obstetricians  and  hospital 
treatment  for  difficult  ante-natal  cases  working  so  satisfactorih' 
while  the  distance  of  the  Cannock  Area  from  the  hospitals 
providing  emergency  units  is  so  far,  it  would  be  difficult  and 
hardly  necessary  to  formulate  a satisfactory  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  such  units  in  this  area. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  Infant  Mortality 
follows ; 

Rate 

in  Wards 

in  I 

936  and 

Death 

1937  was 

Rate  per 

Ward 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1,000 

births. 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

Chadsmoor 

176 

159 

8 

7 

45 

44 

Littleworth 

65 

77 

2 

6 

30 

77 

Cannock 

174 

171 

7 

13 

40 

76 

Heath  Hayes 

84 

69 

6 

4 

71 

58 

Hednesford 

160 

124 

10 

9 

62 

72 

Bridgtown 

40 

37 

5 

— 

125 

— 
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Melaena  Neonaturum 

Hypertrophic  Stenosis 

Debilit}" 

Meningitis 

Convulsions 

Haemprrhagica  neonatorum 

Asphyxia 

Whooping  Cough  _ ... 

Diphtheria  ... 

Congenital  Malformation... 

Bronchitis 

Premature  Birth 

Gastro-Enteritis 

Pneumonia 

Notifiable  Disease 

h-* 

o 

H- • 

h- 

h-* 

Under  1 day 

CO 

to 

1 — 7 days 

a> 

h-* 

h-* 

h-* 

1 — 2 weeks 

h-i 

h- 

2 — 3 weeks 

bc 

H-* 

H- 

3 — 4 weeks 

to 

1— > 

Total  under 

H- 

h- 

CO 

»— * 

h- 

1 month 

Oi 

h-* 

M 

r- 

bo 

1 — 3 months 

00 

H- 

h- 

cn 

3 — 6 months 

bo 

M 

6 — 9 months 

03 

M 

J— » 

M 

9 — 12  months 

CO 

1— » 

Total  under 

CO 

h-* 

r-* 

I-* 

H-  h- 

H-* 

05 

M 

bo 

bo 

CO 

1 year 

00 

1-^ 

H-* 

CO 

00 

M 

CO 

Cannock 

1 

Bridgtown 

CO 

M 

M 

CO 

bc 

Hednesford 

Oi 

I-* 

M 

CO 

M 

Littleworth 

bo 

Heath  Hayes 

r- 

1— » 

H-* 

00 

Chadsmoor 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 

Nett  deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year. 


Table  showing  Death  Rates  per  1,000  Births. 


1 

Under  4 weeks 

4 weeks  to  1 year 

Total 

Cannock 

England 
& Wales 

Cannock 

England 
& Wales 

Cannock 

England 
& Wales 

1933 

35.0 

32 

36.6 

32 

71.7 

64 

1934 

47.6 

33.31 

35.3 

28 

82.9 

59 

1935 

40.7 

30.38 

47.9 

26.56 

88.6 

57 

1936 

46.5 

30.16 

37.3 

28.37 

83.8 

59 

1937 

21.4 

32.9 

54.3 

58 

1938 

31.7 

27.1 

58.9 

53 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes.  Rates  per 

1,000  Births. 

Development  and 

Diarrhoea  and 

Wasting  Diseases 

Enteritis 

itespiraiory 

England 

England 

England 

Cannock 

& Wales 

Cannock 

& Wales 

Cannock 

& Wales 

1933 

35 

30.14 

7.9 

6.13 

17.5 

12.2 

1934 

43 

28.6 

7.6 

4.84 

13.6 

10.43 

1935 

46 

28.03 

12.4 

5.06 

17.7 

10.59 

1936 

31 

27.71 

13.9 

5.32 

13.9 

10.97 

1937 

28.6 

2.8 

— 

12.8 

1938 

28.7 

3.02 

5.5 

15.1 

Out  of  a total  of  39  there  were  21  deaths  of  children  under 
one  month.  Of  theseJ^  13  were  children  under  a week  old,  nine 
of  them  being  prematurely  born.  As  in  past  years,  this  has  been 
one  of  the  main  causes  of  infant  mortality  in  the  district.  Six 
children  died  from  congenital  malformations  while  nine  died  from 
pneumonia.  There  were  only  two  deaths  from  Gastro  Enteritis 
this  year.  There  is  no  satisfactory  scheme  for  institutional 
treatment  of  babies  in  the  area.  Only  the  most  urgent  cases 
are  usually  sent  to  hospital.  If  such  a scheme  could  be 
arranged  to  include  the  admission  of  nursing  mothers  if  necessary 
some  of  these  babies  could  possibly  be  saved. 


The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home  Helps  commenced 
in  October.  Eleven  cases  were  dealt  with  from  that  time  to 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  mothers  who  have  had  home  helps 
have  appreciated  the  service  rendered  to  them.  They  have 
been  able  to  rest  better  and  longer  than  they  would  otherwise 
have  done  if  no  help  had  been  given  to  them.  Consequently 
they  are  in  better  health  to  feed  the  baby  and  look  after  the 
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I'amily  after  their  confinement.  It  is  hoped  that  this  period  of 
rest  will  also  prevent  any  gynaecological  complication  that  might 
otherwise  develop,  and  so  make  future  possible  pregnancies  more 
easy  and  as  near  a normal  physiological  process  as  it  should  be. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  three  less  than  in 
the  previous  year.  One  was  removed  to  the  Wolverhampton 
Eye  Infirmary,  the  others  being  treated  at  home.  All  the  cases 
recovered  without  any  damage  to  the  eyes. 

SUPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  NECESSITOUS  CASES. 

The  above  cost  ;£i93  13s.  2d.  representing  a total  of  3,107 
pounds  of  dried  milk.  The  total  amount  of  dried  milk  supplied 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children  at  all  the 
clinics  and  welfare  centres  was  10,  igS  lbs. 


THE  CHILD  FROM  ONE  TO  FIVE  YEARS. 
Mortality  at  ages  one  to  five  years. 


1 — 2 years 

2 — 3 years 

3 — 4 years 

4 — 5 years 

Total 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Measles... 

2 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

2 

6 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis... 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Dis.... 

1 

1 

Asphyxia... 

1 

1 

Violence 

1 

1 

2 

10 

5 

3 

1 
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Treatment. 

Clinic  treatment  was  afforded  to  94  children,  8 
more  than  last  year,  as  follows:  Squint  14,  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids  operations  7,  Orthopaedic  defects  28,  Aural  defects  12, 
Dental  defects  33. 

SECTION  C. — Sanitary  Circumstances 

WATER. 

The  area  is  well  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Works  Co. 

'1  he  Waterworks  Co.  examine  the  water  from  all  the  various 
sources  at  least  once  a month  and  perioilically  from  the  supply 
depots.  Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  the  Company 
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supply  the  Public  Health  Department  with  a copy  of  each  report 
on  samples  taken  from  the  local  supply  depots. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Dixon,  M.Inst.C.E.,  M.I.Mech.E.,  Engineer  in 
Chief  to  the  Company,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  report 
on  an  examination  of  the  water  made  14th  December,  1938. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Bacteria.  Colonies  per  ml.. 
Nutrient  Agar  at  20° C 


3 days  I 

Nutrient  Agar  at  37° C 

1 day  25 

Nutrient  Agar  at  37° C 

2 days  25 

Physical  Characters. 

Colour  (Burgess)  2mm. 

Turbidity  Clear 

Chemical  Analysis  (Expressed  i 

pH 7-4 

Alkalinity  {CaC03)  10.4 

Chlorides  (Ci)  2.02 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  Trace 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  40 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hrs. 

at  27°C)  012 

Temporary  Hardness  9.9 

Permanent  Hardness  7.3 

Total  Hardness  17.2 

Total  Solids  (dried 

at  i8o°C)  22.7 


Bacterium  Coli. 


Presumptive  Test  Absent 

Confirmatory  Tests  Absent 


Taste  Normal 

Odour  ., Nil 

Parts  per  100,000). 

Silica  (Sio.2)  8 

Aluminium  (Ai)  Nil 

Calcium  (Ca)  6.2 

Magnesium  (Mg)  45 

Sodium  (Na)  ...  .65  (By  diff) 
Carbonate  (CO3)  6.24 

Sulphate  (SO4)  3.94 

Iron  (Fe)  004 

Manganese  (Mn)  Nil 

Zinc  (Zn)  Nil 

Poisonous  Metals  Nil 


REMARKS. 

Hardness  calculated  from  calcium  and  magnesium  17.3 
Free  CO2  .85  Nitrites  Nil. 

A pure  and  wholesale  supply. 


Probable  combinations  : CaC03 

10.4 

CaCL2 

1. 1 1 

CaS04 

5-6 

MgCL2 

1.76 

NaN03 

2.42 

Si02 

.8 

Difference  

61 

Total  solids  dried  at  180“  C. 22. 7 
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There  are  twenty-seven  houses  known  to  be  unconnected 
with  the  public  supply  of  the  South  StalTordshirc  Waterworks 
Co.  Details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
Samples  from  various  wells,  etc.  are  taken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examina- 
tion. The  water  supply  of  the  Conduit  Trust  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  and  it  was  necessary  to  stop  the  supply  until  the 
well  had  been  cleaned  out  which  was  done  as  soon  as  the  matter 
was  reported  to  the  Trustees.  Springs  and  wells  found  unsatis- 
factory were  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Surveyor  reported  sewage  flows  and  rainfall  for  the 
year  1938  as  follows : — 

Gannock  Old  High  Level  Works. 

Sewage  Flow  and  Rainfall. 

For  the  12  months  ending  31st  December,  1938.  Last  Year. 
Total  Flow  for  the  year  was  197,350,000  gallons  246,950,000 
with  a daily  average  of  540,685  gallons.  676,575 

Total  Dry  Weather  flow  was  97,345,000  gallons  119,380,000 
the  daily  average  being  474,854  gallons  taken  579)5 ^ 5 

over  205  fine  days.  206 

Total  Wet  Weather  Flow  was  100,005,000  gallons  127,570,000 
the  daily  average  being  625,031  gallons  802,327 

taken  over  160  wet  days.  159 

Maximum  daily  dry  weather  flows  were  as  follows  : — 

November  26th  ...  ...  ...  850,000  gallons. 

December  14th  ...  ...  ...  825,000  gallons. 

Maximum  daily  wet  weather  flows  were  as  follows  : — 

January  iith  ...  ...  ...  1,100,000  gallons. 


January  i6th 
August  9th 
November  25th  ... 

December  31st  ... 

Total  Rainfall  for  the  year  was  23.07  inches 
falling  on  160  wet  days. 

Gannock  New  Low  Level  Works. 
Sewage  Flow  and  Rainfall. 


1.050.000  gallons. 

1.425.000  gallons. 

1.175.000  gallons. 

1.050.000  gallons. 

25. 1 inches. 

159  days. 


For  the  12  months  ending  31st  December,  1938. 
Total  Flow  for  the  year  was  210,952,000  gallons 
with  a daily  average  of  577,951  gallons. 

Total  Dry  Weather  Flow  was  101,026,000  gallons 
the  daily  average  being  492,810  gallons 
taken  over  205  fine  days. 

Total  Wet  Weather  Flow  was  109,926,000  gallons 
the  daily  average  being  687,037  gallons 
taken  over  160  wet  days. 


Last  Year. 

230.641.000 
631)893 

107.828.000 

523)437 

206 

1 22.814.000 

772)420 

159 
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Maximum  Daily  Dry  Weather 

November  26th 
December  5th  ... 
December  14th 
December  i8th 
December  27th 

Maximum  Daily  Wet  Weather 


Flows  were  as  follows : — 

1,107,200  gallons. 
848,400 

1,066,400  ,, 

824,800  ,, 

899,600  ,, 

Flows  were  as  follows  : — 


January  12th 

1,033.600 

gallons. 

August  9th 

1,312,000 

) ) 

September  30th 

1,044,400 

) > 

October  3rd 

1,026,400 

) ) 

November  25th 

1,176,400 

> i 

November  27th 

1,284,800 

i y 

December  4th 

1,082,400 

) y 

December  13th 

1,132,400 

y y 

December  15th 

1,212,800 

y y 

December  i6th 

1,112,800 

y y 

December  26th 

1,153,200 

y y 

December  28th 

1,056,800 

y y 

December  29th 

1,145,600 

y y 

December  30th 

1,016,400 

y y 

December  31st 

1,375,600 

y y 

Total  Rainfall  for  the  year 

was  23.07  inches. 

25.1  inches. 

falling  on  160  wet  days. 

159  days. 

Cannock  Old  High  Level  and  New  Low  Level  Works. 

Sewage 

Flow  and  Rainfall. 

For  the  12  months  ending  31st  December,  1938. 

Last  Year. 

Total  Flow  for  the  year  was  408,302,000  gallons 

477,591,200 

with  a daily  average  of  i. 

118,636  gallons. 

1,308,469 

Total  Dry  Weather  Flow  was  198,371,000  gallons. 

227,208,000 

with  a daily  average  of  967,663  gallons. 

1,102,951 

taken  over  203  fine  days. 

206 

Total  Wet  Weather  Flow  was  209,931,000  gallons 

250,384,000 

the  daily  average  being  i 

312,069  gallons 

1,574,742 

taken  over  160  wet  days. 

The  Total  Rainfall  was  23.07  inches. 

Greatest  Falls  above  ^in.  per  clay  were  as  follows 
January  nth 
July  6th 
August  9th 

September  i8th  ...  ...  0.97  (Greatest 

September  30th 
November 


25th 


159 

25.1  inches. 


• 0.51 

• 0-77 

..  0.81 

Rainfall) . 
..  0.54 

0.71 
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Greatest  Intensities  above  ^in.  per  hour 

lo  mins.  = 
mins.  : 


May  1/ 


th  ... 
June  19th 
June  22ncl 
June  28th 
July  5th 
August  gth  ... 
August  loth... 
September  6th 
September  Gth 
September  18 
September  23 


0.17  m 
0.08  in 
0.08  in 
0.13  in 
0.08  in 
0.42  in 
0-35  in 
0.26  in 
0.23  in 
0.33  in 
0.12  in 


0 

5 mins.  = 

6 mins.  = 

5 mins.  = 
20  mins.  = 
10  mins.  = 
15  mins.  = 

6 mins.  = 
10  mins.  = 
10  mins.  = 


1.02  per  hour 
0.96  per  hour 
0.96  per  hour 

1.3  per  hour 
0.96  per  hour 
1.26  per  hour 
2.1  per  hour 

1.04  per  hour 
2.3  per  hour 
1.98  per  hour 
0.72  per  hour 


Heath  Hayes  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Sewage  Flow  and  Rainfall. 

For  the  12  months  ending  31st  December,  1938.  Last  Year. 
Total  Flow  for  the  year  was  30,703,730  gallons  34,100,350 
with  a daily  average  of  84,120  gallons.  93,152 

'1  otal  Dry  Weather  Flow  was  14,117,700  gallons  14,108,650 
the  daily  average  being  69,890  gallons  ? 69,160 

taken  over  202  fine  days.  204 

Total  Wet  Weather  Flow  was  16,586,030  gallons  22,751,060 
the  daily  average  being  101,755  gallons  141,311 

taken  over  163  wet  days.  161 

Maximum  daily  dry  weather  flows  were  as  follows : — 


January  13th 
January  17th 
January  19th 
November  23rd 
November  26th 
December  3rd 
December  5th 
December  6th 
December  12th 
December  14th 
December  i8th 
December  19th 
December  27th 
Maximum  Daily  Wet  w 
January  iith 
January  12  th 
January  i6th 
January  30th 
August  9th 
September  30th 
Nov^piber  25th 
November  27th 
December  13th 


ather 


lows 


162,100  gallons. 
1 44. 1 50 

111.350 

1 18.000 

197.000 

115.900 

144.500 

124.750 

116.350 
165,400 

128.750 

109.950 

172.500 
were  as  follows  : — 

233.900  gallons. 
236,600 

207.250 

211.250 
260,650 
218,450 

281.950 

242.500 

220.000 
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December  15th  ...  ...  ...  208,750  ,, 

December  29th  ...  ...  ...  244,850  ,, 

December  31st  ...  ...  ...  276,400  ,, 

Total  Rainfall  for  the  year  was  26.59  inches.  29.22  inches, 

falling  on  163  Wet  days.  161  days. 

Maximum  Rainfall  on  any  one  day — 9th  August,  1.30  inches. 

SEWERS. 

The  total  mileage  of  Storm  Water  Sewers  in  the  district 
is  21.132  miles,  a length  of  0.140  miles  of  new  sewer  was 
added  during  the  year. 

The  total  mileage  of  Foul  Water  Sewers  in  the  district  is 
52.774  miles,  a length  of  0.651  miles  was  addled  during  the  year. 

Hazel  Slade  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  dispensed  with 
during  the  year,  new  outfall  sewers  being  laid  to  enable  the 
sewerage  from  the  district  formerly  served  by  these  Disposal 
Works  to  gravitate  to  the  main  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
Cannock. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

All  the  water  courses  in  the  area  have  been  inspected  and 
found  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Where  cesspools  drain  into 
streams  freq_uent  inspections  are  made  to  ascertain  if  any  house 
drainage  is  discharging  into  them. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  and  examined  from 
streams  into  which  the  sewage  effluent  flows  from  the  various 
sewage  disposal  works,  and  found  satisfactory. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


End  of  1937 

End  of  I 

Water  Closets 

9,059 

9,658 

Waste  Water  Closets 

607 

454 

Dustbins 

7,966 

8,703 

Privies 

III 

83 

Privy  Ashpits 

83 

61 

Privy  Pans 

145 

127 

Dry  Ashpits 

363 

121 

With  the  demolition  of  property  included  in  Clearance  Orders 
and  Demolition  Orders,  or  which  has  been  demolished  volun- 
tarily, the  following  conveniences  were  demolished  or  dispensed 


with  : — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  73 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  8 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ..  2 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  4 

Roofed  Ashpits  ...  ...  8 

Open  Ashpits  ...  ...  . 1 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  75 
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Several  property  owners  have  voluntarily  converted  their 
waste  water  closets  into  proper  water  closets  at  their  own 
expense,  'fhcrc  are  still  a number  of  owners  however  who 
have  not  done  so,  who  could  well  alTord  to  do  this  work  where 
necessary  without  throwing-  any  burden  on  the  rates.  The  1936 
Public  Health  Act  gives  the  Authority  the  necessary  power  to 
deal  with  the  matter. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff  under 
the  control  of  the  Surveyor. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  on  tips  which  are  all  controlled  under 
the  Bradford  System  of  tipping.  This  system  is  in  operation 
at  the  following  six  tips  which  have  been  in  use  during  the 
year  : — 

Princess  St.,  Chadsmoor : Green  Heath  Rd.,  Hednesford 

Brindley  Heath:  Rugeley  Rd.,  Hednesford:  Wimblebury 

Wimblebury  Rd.,  Heath  Hayes. 

No  new  tips  have  been  put  into  use  during  the  year.  As 
can  be  seen  from  the  table  for  Closet  Accommodation  the 
number  of  dustbins  used  in  the  area  has  greatly  increased. 
Only  83  privies,  61  privy  ashpits,  127  privy  pans  and  121  dry 
ashpits  remain  in  the  district.  Most  property  owners  have 
assisted  the  authority  in  this  matter  by  supplying  dustbins 
where  required. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

1. — The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by 


the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses : — 

(1)  Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  421 

(2)  District  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  9769 

,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

,,  Common  Lodging  House  ...  ...  ...  32 

,,  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

,,  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

,,  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

,,  Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1374 

,,  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1603 

School  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  36 

,,  Markets  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  520 

,,  Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  3 
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,,  Works  for  abatement  of  nuisances  ...  33S8 

,,  Works  for  abatement  of  Housing  Repairs  969 

,,  Drains  (Tests  applied)  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Ice  Cream  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

,,  Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  102 

,,  Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Water  Courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Milk  Floats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32. 

,,  Tips  6 

,,  Living  Vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Electric  Refrigerators  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  Pithead  Batlis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

jy  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5^4* 

Owners  interviewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 


2. — The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year. 


Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  689 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  ...  ...  15 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  138  ...  3 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75  ...  ...  100 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  107  ...  i 


3. — Result  of  Service. 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

*Notices  not  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

*Several  of  these  are  informal  notices. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

These  have  been  inspected  periodically  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  He  reports  the  following : — 

The  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation  at  the  various 
offices  where  insp'ections  have  been  made  under  the  Shop  Acts 
and  Factories  Act,  1937,  was  found  to  be  sufficient  and  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

There  were  no  camping  sites  used  in  the  area  during  the 
year.  No  licences  were  issued  by  the  local  authority  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


I'hcre  are  no  bye-laws  rcg'arcling'  the  issue  of  smoke  in 
the  area.  Observations  have  been  made  on  smoke  from  the 
chimneys  of  collieries,  etc.,  in  the  district  and  managers  and 
owners  have  been  approached  to  abate  any  excessive  smoke 
when  necessary. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  or  public  swimming  baths 
or  pools,  open  to  the  public,  in  the  area.  A small  paddling 
pool  supplied  with  water  from  a nearby  well  has  been  provided 
at  Heath  Hayes  Children’s  Playground. 

The  Authority  are  still  considering  the  question  of  having 
a swimming  bath  established  in  the  area.  The  Baths  Committee 
meet  periodically  to  discuss  the  problem  and  it  is  hoped  that 
something  definite  will  be  done  in  the  near  future.  The  Public 
have  been  waiting  for  such  a bath  for  years.  It  would 
undoubtedly  be  a benefit  to  the  health  of  the  local  inhabitants. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

This  is  carried  out  by  means  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  and 
steam  disinfestation  by  the  Stall'  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 
Two  furniture  vans  are  used  for  disinfestation  of  furniture  which 
is  carried  out  at  various  suitable  sites.  All  the  clothing  is 
steam  disinfected  at  the  Council’s  disinfestation  station  at 
Church  Street.  'Where  houses  need  disinfestation  the  same 
agent  is  used  except  where  houses  are  situated  in  a row  when 
an  insecticide  is  used.  The  houses  are  inspected  periodically 
afterwards  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  All  the  furniture  and 
clothing  removed  to  Council  houses  are  treated  as  above  except 
in  exceptionally  clean  cases. 

Details  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  are  given  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


SCHOOLS. 

Except  for  certain  schools  not  under  the  full  control  of  the 
Local  Education  Authority,  these  are  satisfactory.  Reference 
is  made  to  these  in  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


The  number  of  I'actories  on  the  register  is  as 
Artificial  Manure  Manufacturers 

Bottlers  

Boot  Repairers 
Brick  and  Tile  Manufacturers 
Blacksmiths 

Bakehouses  with  motive  power 
Bakehouses  without  motive  power 
Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers 
Edge  Tool  Makers 
Fancy  Leather 
Foundries 
Gas  Works 
Gravel  Pits 
Joiners 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairers 
Masons 

Mineral  Water 
Printers 
Poster  Writers 
Saddlers 

Sausage  Makers 
Sugar  Boilers  ... 

Toy  Makers 
Tailors 

Waggon  Repairers 


Manufacture 


rs 


follows 

I 

3 

7 

5 

5 

H 

6 

3 

1 

2 

4 
2 

3 

lO 

17 
2 

3 

6 

2 

3 

18 

I 

I 

6 

3 


Total 


128 


Inspections  have  been  made  periodically  and  the  premises 
found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

OUTWORKERS. 

There  were  no  outworkers  reported  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENT  AT  FACTORIES 


AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Floors  cleansed  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Water  closet  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Obstructed  drain  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...  ...  ...  i 

Rooms  limewashed  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  21 

Wall  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ..  "...  ...  ...  i 


3.3 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including:  Inspections  made  by  the  .Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number 

of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

54 

8 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power  

67 

12 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction  but 
not  including  outworkers’ 

premises)  

• 

TOTAL  

121 

20 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces. 


Particulars 


(1) 


Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  

Unreasonable  temperature  ... 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 


Sanitary 

conveniences 


ineufficient  

unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes  .. 


Other  offences  

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937). 


Total 


Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspec'r 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

16 

24 

8 

7 

16 

10 

•10 
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No.  of 
defects  in 
re.spect  of 
which 
Trosecu- 
tions  were 
instituted 


(5) 
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SECTION  D.— Housing 

The  improvement  in  the  housing-  standard  in  the  area  is 
still  prog-ressing.  Most  owners  have  by  now  realised  that  the 
present  day  standard  is  higher  than  what  it  used  to  be  years 
ago.  There  has  been  a tendency  for  certain  people  to  think 
that  what  was  suitable  for  the  parents  and  grand  parents  of 
the  present  occupiers  should  be  suitable  for  those  living  to-day. 
They  are  now  realising  that  present  day  standards  in  housing 
are  and  must  be  improved  to  what  they  used  to  be  even 
twenty  years  ago.  Owners  who  have  realised  this  have  come 
forward  with  plans  and  specifications  for  improvements  to  their 
property.  There  are  still  a few  however  where  the  local 
Authority  have  had  to  bear  pressure  to  have  properties  improved 
to  come  up  to  the  necessary  standard. 

More  houses  are  still  required  in  the  area  though  the 
Authority  have  built  over  a thousand  houses  in  the  past  years. 

The  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  was : — 


By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  202 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  129 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  421 

Percentage  damp  ...  ...  78.38 

Percentage  verminous  ...  4.99 

Percentage  dirty  tenants  ...  1.19 

Percentage  overcrowded  ...  1.90 


Of  the  421  houses,  2.38  per  cent,  contained  two  families. 
The  number  of  persons  per  house  was  4.12,  and  there  were 
1.08  rooms  per  person,  there  being  a total  population  of  1736 
in  1881  rooms  (804  living  rooms  and  1077  sleeping  rooms). 

The  results  of  inspections  as  regards  notices  issued  and 
repairs  carried  out  during  the  last  four  years  are : — 


Houses 

inspected 

and 

recorded 

under 

Houses 

repaired 

■without 

formal 

Notices 

Housing 

Formal 

Public 

Health 

Houses 

Regulations 

notices 

Acts 

Acts 

Made  fit 

1935 

...  425  ., 

1 12 

...  186  .. 

43 

...  234 

1936 

...  415  . 

106 

2 

9 

•••  245 

1937 

...  368  .. 

95 

— 

26 

162 

1938 

...  421  .. 

,.  176 

. . . 

3 

...  185 

1629 

489 

188 

81 

826 

Further  statistics  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 
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OVERCROWDING. 

No.  of  Overcrowding  Cases  on  Books  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  Overcrowding  Cases  abated: — 

From  Council  Houses  ...  ...  7 

From  Private  Houses  ...  ...  57  ...  64 

Number  of  new  cases  reported  to 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  12 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Number  demolished: — 

Individual  Unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Clearance  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Voluntary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Situation  of  Houses  represented  for  Demolition : — 

Bridgtown  Ward:  Streetway  Farm  Cottage,  Watling 
Street,  Bridgtown. 

Cannock  Ward:  159,  Old  Fallow  Road,  Cannock. 
Chadsmoor  Ward : 75,  Edward  Street,  Broomhill. 

Heath  Hayes  Ward : Heath  Hayes  Farm,  Hednesford 
Road,  Heath  Hayes ; 66,  Cannock  Road,  Heath 
Hayes;  iioa,  Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes; 
Hemlocks  Farm,  Cannock. 

Littleworth  Ward : Courtbanks  Cottage,  Hayfield  Hill, 
Cannock  Wood. 

Situation  of  Houses  represented  for  Closing : — 

Bridgtown  Ward:  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  and  33,  W’alkmill 
Lane,  Bridgtown. 

Cannock  Ward  : 67,  Market  Place,  Cannock. 

Situation  of  Houses  Demolished : — 

Bridgtown  Ward  : 

Five  Cottages,  Rumer  Hill,  Cannock.  Clearance  Area. 

23,  25,  27,  29,  31  and  33,  Walk  Mill  Lane, 

Bridgtown.  Voluntarily. 

Cannock  Ward: — 

159a,  Old  Fallow  Road,  Cannock.  By  Order. 

10,  12,  14  and  16,  Cannock  Road,  Blackfords.  Clearance  Area. 

13,  15  and  17,  Old  Fallow  Road,  Cannock.  By  Order. 

53  and  55,  Wolverhampton  Road,  Cannock.  Clearance  Area. 
I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 

11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19  and  20,  Snouts  Gap, 

Cannock.  Clearance  Area. 

13,  Market  Place,  Cannock.  Voluntarily. 

65,  67,  69,  and  71,  Old  Fallow  Road,  Cannock. 

Clearance  Area. 

Chadsmoor  Ward: 

8,  10  and  12,  Cannock  Road,  Hightown.  Clearance  Area. 
14  and  16,  Cannock  Road,  Hightown.  Clearance  Area. 
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Hcdnesford  Ward: 


39  and  41,  Ebenczer  Street,  Hednesford. 
48,  50  and  50a,  Heath  Street,  Hednesford. 
59a,  59b,  59c,  59cl.  59e,  61,  63,  65,  67,  69, 
71,  73,  and  75,  Mount  Street,  Hednesford. 

55d,  Station  Road,  Hednesford. 

82  and  86,  Market  Street,  Hednesford. 
402,  404  and  404a,  Belt  Road,  Hednesford. 
Heath  Hayes  Ward  : 

Two  Dwelling  houses.  Wooden  Stables, 
Heath  Hayes. 

59,  Arthur  Street,  Wimblebury. 

21 1 and  213,  Hill  Street,  Hednesford. 

45a,  Glover  Street,  Wimblebury. 

52,  Arthur  Street,  Wimblebury. 


By  Order. 
Clearance  Area. 

Clearance  Area. 
By  Order. 
Voluntarily. 
Clearance  Area. 


Voluntarily. 
Clearance  Area. 
By  Order. 
By  Order. 
Clearance  Area. 


Littleworth  W ard : 

no  and  112,  Church  Hill,  Hednesford.  By  Order. 

2a  and  2b,  New  Street,  Church  Hill,  Hednesford.  By  Order. 
400  and  402,  Rugeley  Road,  Hednesford.  Clearance  Area. 
55,  57,  59  and  61,  Reservoir  Road,  Hednesford. 

Clearance  Area. 

13,  Littleworth  Road,  Hednesford.  Voluntarily. 

Clearance  Areas  Represented : — 

During  the  year  12  Clearance  Areas  were  represented 
containing  63  houses,  occupied  by  210  persons. 

The  following  representations  were  made : — 

Area.  No.  of  No.  of 
sq. yds.  Houses.  Persons 

Bridgtown  Ward  : 

Cannock  (Rumer  Hill,  Cannock)  No. 


64)  Clearance  Order,  1938 

Cannock  Ward  : 

3.516 

6 

22 

Cannock  (New  Penkridge  Road  and  Old 
Penkridge  Road,  Cannock)  (No.  56) 

Clearance  Order,  1938 

Cannock  (Wolverhampton  Road, 

Cannock)  (No.  57)  Clearance  Order, 

1,526 

10 

29 

1938  •••  

Cannock  (Mill  Street,  Cannock)  (No. 

672 

2 

58)  Clearance  Order,  1938 

Chadsmoor  Ward : 

2,114 

7 

16 

Cannock  (Burgoync  Street,  Hightown, 
Hednesford)  (No.  53)  Clearance  Order, 

CO 

o^ 

1,270 

14 

48 

Cannock  (James  Street,  West  Chads- 
moor Hednesford)  (No.  54)  Clearance 

Order  1938 

00 

00 

2 

6 
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Cannock  (James  Stteet,  West  Chads- 
moor,  Hednesford)  (No.  55)  Clearance 
Order,  1938 

1,206 

2 

7 

Cannock  (Huntington  Terrace  Road, 
Chadsmoor)  (No.  63)  Clearance  Order, 

1938  

1,100 

4 

15 

Hednesford  Ward : 

Cannock  (Station  Road,  Hednesford) 
(No.  62)  Clearance  Order,  1938 

1,802 

5 

14 

Heath  Hayes  Ward: 

Cannock  (Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes) 
(No.  59)  Clearance  Order,  1938 

822 

2 

10 

Cannock  (Hednesford  Road,  Heath 
Hayes)  (No.  60)  Clearance  Order,  1938 

L159 

5 

23 

Cannock  (Stafford  Street,  Heath  Hayes) 
(No.  61)  Clearance  Order,  1938 

915 

4 

20 

SECTION  E— Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

MILK. 

Supervision  has  been  carried  out  by  the  County  as  well  as 
the  Local  Authority.  Few  farmers  had  their  attention  drawn 
to  the  unclean  state  of  their  premises  and  the  condition  of  milk 
they  were  selling',  all  the  others  being  satisfactory. 

Samples  have  been  taken  in  this  district  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Butlin,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  County  Council  under  the 
sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  who  has  kindly  supplied  the 


following  information  : — 

Cleanliness 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 — 

Accredited 

8 I 

Pasteurised 

I 

I 

Undesignated 

40 

35 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  also  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  both  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  and  retailed  in  the 
area  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  report  to  the  County 
Laboratory.  Details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

Chemical  Examination. 

Out  of  51  samples  from  the  district  submitted  for  examina- 
tion all  were  found  to  be  genuine  and  satisfactory. 

OTHER  FOOD. 

Forty  samples  of  various  other  foodstufl's  were  submitted 
for  examination  to  the  County  Laboratories  at  Stafford,  and 
each  one  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  inspects  all  places  where  Ice  Cream 
is  produced  and  sold.  Any  unsatisfactory  conditions  found 
were  attended  to  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

All  butchers  slaughter  their  animals  in  their  own  slaughter 
houses.  Most  of  these  are  registered.  Some  of  the  slaughter- 
houses are  not  very  satisfactory  though  they  are  kept  fairly 
clean  under  the  circumstances.  Supervision  of  all  the  slaughter 
houses  and  of  all  meat  killed  involves  much  time  in  travelling 
owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district.  The  Authority 
would  be  well  advised  to  consider  the  possibility  of  having  a 
public  abattoir,  situated  centrally  which  all  butchers  in  the 
district  could  use,  thus  facilitating  the  supervision  of  all  killed 
meat  in  the  area.  It  would  also  dispense  with  some  of  the 
unsatisfactory  slaughterhouses  now  existing  in  the  area. 

Particulars  of  inspections  etc.  are  given  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 


NUTRITION. 

No  Health  Week  was  held  this  year. 

Films  have  been  shown  in  the  local  cinerhas  at  various 
times  bearing  on  Health  matters.  Films  were  shown  at  a 
Hednesford  Cinema  accompanied  by  talks  on  Health  questions 
by  Dr.  John  Hall,  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Stafford- 
shire Insurance  Committee. 

Leaflets  and  booklets  are  distributed  freely  at  the  various 
Clinics.  Only  talks  to  individual  mothers  have  been  given  so 
far. 

Monthly  posters  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  bearing  on  health  in  general  have  been  posted  on 
special  hoardings  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

The  gas  and  electricity  companies  have  exhibited  films  of 
nutrition  and  given  cookery  demonstrations  free  to  the  public. 
These  should  be  encouraged. 


SECTION  F. — Infectious  Diseases 

DIPHTHERIA. 

104  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  53 
over  the  previous  year.  Forty-seven  of  the  cases  were  removed 
to  Hospital,  12  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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There  were  76  houses  with  one  case  In  each,  eleven  houses 
with  two  and  two  houses  with  three  cases  in  each.  72  cases 
were  of  school  age,  ii  under  and  21  over  school  age. 

There  were  six  death.s — one  more  than  last  year.  Five  out 
of  the  six  cases  died  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  four 
of  these  occurring  in  December  when  there  was  undoubtedly 
a Gravis  type  of  infection  in  the  area.  No  bacteriological  report 
of  the  type  of  diphtheria  prevalent  in  the  district  was  received 
during  this  year.  Only  in  two  cases  was  there  a delay  in 
calling  the  doctor.  All  cases  except  one  were  promptly  removed 
to  hospital  where  they  ultimately  died.  The  exception  was  a 
girl  of  10  months  who  died  of  Laryngeal  Diphtheria  and  was 
notified  after  death. 

The  Ward  Distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


Cannock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Hednesford  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Littleworth  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chadsmoor  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Bridgtown  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Heath  Hayes  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


The  scheme  for  immunisation  commenced  in  November  of 
the  previous  year  was  continued.  The  three-shot  method  with 
T.A.F.  is  the  one  used  and  is  carried  out  at  all  the  clinics  and 
some  of  the  schools.  242  children  over  5 years  , old  and  93 
under  5 years  were  immunised  during  the  year  making  a total 
of  375  children  immunised  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme. 
Few  additional  ones  have  been  immunised  by  local  medical 
practitioners  to  whom  the  necessary  material  is  supplied  free 
of  charge,  if  required.  Up  to  the  time  the  report  goes  to 
print  nearly  1,000  children  have  been  immunised.  On  the 
whole  there  has  been  a poor  response  to  the  scheme  considering 
the  severe  outbreak  of  diphtheria  that  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  There  is  a school  population  of  over  5,000 
children  in  the  area  and  over  3,000  under  school  age,  so  that 
up  to  the  present  only  about  one  in  every  eight  has  been 
immunised.  A certain  number  of  children  have  possibly 
developed  an  immunity  to  the  disease  after  the  last  outbreak  but 
it  is  hard  to  understand  the  apathy  of  parents  to  this  treatment 
when  they  could  possibly  save  the  life  of  their  children  by 
bringing  them  to  the  clinics  for  a course  of  injections.  One 
dreads  to  think  of  the  possible  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  in  this 
area.  Most  of  these  children  immunised  arc  potential  carriers 
of  the  disease  and  will  be  difficult  to  find  unless  all  the  children 
in  the  area  were  swabbed.  In  addition,  this  district  is  a 
reception  area  in  case  of  an  emergency  and  may  receive  up  to 
four  thousand  children  from  other  districts  who  may  bring  this 
dreadful  disease  with  them.  It  is  up  to  the  parents  of  this 
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district  to  see  that  their  children  arc  immunised  ag'ainst  at 
least  one  disease  for  which  they  can  safcg'uard  their  children. 

With  this  scheme  in  operation  there  should  be  hardly  any 
case  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  and  certainly  not  the  number 
of  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  past  two  years.  The  scheme 
provides  free  immunisation  to  all  children  and  will  ultimately 
be  a saving  to  the  local  rates  as  the  cost  of  hospital  treatment 
of  all  the  diphtheria  cases  treated  is  far  above  the  cost  involved 
in  the  scheme  for  immunisation. 

Schick  testing  is  only  carried  out  after  immunisation.  137 
children  over  5 and  54  under  5 were  tested,  only  two  being 
positive. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  99  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  a decrease 
of  129  compared  to  the  previous  year.  As  in  the  past  year, 
the  disease  was  of  a mild  type  with  the  rash  disappearing  in 
most  cases  under  48  hours.  Only  20  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital  these  being  patients  where  isolation  at  home  was  not 
satisfactory. 

The  case  rate  per  1,000  in  different  Wards,  based  on  the 


Census  figures  were  : — 

Cannock 

2.59 

Hednesford 

2.95 

Chadsmoor 

3-38 

Bridgtown 

2.81 

Littleworth 

2.58 

Heath  Hayes 

00 

pi 

The  highest  case  rate, 
cases  was  at  Chadsmoor. 

as  well  as  the  actual  number  of 

Infectivity. 

There  were  223  children  under  15  years  of  age  in  houses 
from  which  cases  were  reported,  and  of  these  92  had  Scarlet 
Fever.  Of  these,  20  were  under  school  age  and  2 over  school 
age. 

.‘Ml  the  cases  occurred  in  94  houses  as  follows  : — 

Houses  with  three  cases  ...  ...  i 

Houses  with  two  cases  3 

Houses  with  one  case  ...  ...  ...  90 
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Isolation. 


20  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  fifteen  less  than  last 
year.  Cases  treateil  at  home  were  mild  with  proper  isolation 
available. 


Fatality. 

I'here  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 


Disinfection. 

Printed  instructions  arc  left  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  foi 
the  occupier  of  each  house  with  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  on 
what  to  do  when  the  patient  is  past  the  state  of  infection, 
usually  four  weeks  from  the  day  of  onset  of  the  disease.  No 
disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

There  were  three  cases  reported.  The  first  case,  a seven 
months  old  boy  died  in  hospital.  He  was  removed  to  Hospital 
on  the  6th  day  of  the  illness  as  soon  as  he  was  notified  as 
Meningitis.  He  received  20  c.cs.  serum  intrathecally  and  20 
c.cs.  intramuscularly  followed  by  20  c.cs.  intrathecally  and 
Protonsil  intramuscularly  the  following  day.  He  succumbed  on 
the  third  day  after  admission  to  hospital.  The  second  case  was 
a boy  of  nine  years  and  he  was  removed  to  Hospital  on  the 
second  day  of  illness  and  received  serum  treatment,  being 
discharged  after  seven  weeks  with  weakness  of  the  left  deltoid , 
for  which  he  is  attending  the  Authority’s  orthopaedic  clinic. 
The  third  case,  a boy  of  10,  was  removed  to  Hospital  on  the 
fourth  day  of  illness  when  the  case  was  reported  to  the 
Department.  He  was  discharged  in  about  one  month  with  a 
slight  weakness  of  the  left  leg  which  is  receiving  treatment  at 
the  local  orthopaedic  clinic. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURINC  THE  YEAR  1938. 
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PNEUMONIA. 


'rwcnty-five  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  and  there 
were  36  deaths.  All  cases  of  Pneumonia  are  not  notifiable. 
J'hcre  was  a high  incidence  of  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  during 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year  when  the  weather  was  cold 
and  dry. 


DYSENTERY. 

Five  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  following  the  outbreak 
that  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  'J'hcy  were  all 
mild  cases  being  treated  at  home.  The  source  of  this  disease 
could  not  be  traced  and  after  the  first  few  months  no  further 
cases  were  reported. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

Reports  from  the  County  Bacteriologist. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria — 

Private  Practitioners 

56 

160 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 

36 

152 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis — 

Private  Practitioners 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Officer 

4 

14 

Dysentery — 

Private  Practitioners 

I 

3 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUCH. 

There  were  55  cases  of  Measles  reported  during  the  year, 
a great  reduction  on  the  previous  year.  Twenty-three  cases 
were  of  school  age.  Teachers  reported  18  cases  and  the  Health 
Visitors  paid  141  visits  concerning  this  disease.  Seven  cases 
received  nursing  assistance  at  home,  37  visits  being  made  by  the 
district  nurses.  There  were  no  deaths  from  measles. 

There  were  eight  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  reported  and 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Two  were  nursed  at  home  by 
the  district  nurse  who  paid  a total  of  12  visits.  There  was  one 
fatal  case.  No  hospital  accommodation  is  available  for  these 
cases  which  would  be  beneficial  to  those  where  home  nursing 
is  unsatisfactory. 
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CANCER. 


There  were  50  deaths  during-  the  year,  an  increase  of  13 
on  the  previous  year,  being  32  males  and  18  females.  This 
represents  a death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  total  estimated  population 
of  1.36. 

The  death  rate  for  the  past  seven  years  is  shown  by  the 
following  table : — 


Year. 

Total  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000 

1932 

...  ■ ...  41 

1. 17 

1933 

44 

1.2 

1934 

50 

1.4 

‘935 

5‘ 

1.4 

1936 

52 

1.4 

‘937 

37 

1. 01 

‘938 

50 

1.36 

'I'he  rate  per 

1,000  for  England  and 

Wales  for  1938  w 

1 .66. 
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Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Phayanx  ... 
Cancer  of  Digestive  Organs  & Peritoneum 

(including  Liver  and  Pancreas) 

Cancer  of  Respiratory  Organs 

Cancer  of  Uterus  ... 

Cancer  of  other  Female  Genital  Organs 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  Male  Genito-Urinary  Organs... 

Cancer  of  Skin  

Cancer  nf  other  sites  
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1938. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

Total 

Respii 

DEATHS 

0 

H 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

rator}' 

Non- 

Respirator}' 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1— .5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

5—15 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

15 — 25 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

11 

25—35 

2 

2 

1 

— 

5 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

35—45 

3 

7 

2 

— 

12 

1 

4 

1 

— 

6 

•4'5 — t)t)  ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

A. 

55—65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

65  Up 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

11 

12 

8 

3 

34 

6 

15 

6 

1 

28 

Althoug'h  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
this  year  there  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
new  cases  being  a decrease  of  19  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  There  was  a decrease  of  14  males  and  4 females 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  while  there  was  an 
increase  of  one  male  and  a decrease  of  two  females  notified  as 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  total  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  235,  comprising  169  males  and  66  females,  being  a decrease 
of  20.  Pulmonary  cases  numbered  134  and  other  forms  of  the 
disease  loi.  The  134  Pulmonary  cases  were  comprised  of  92 
males  and  42  females. 

MORTALITY. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000: — 

Cannock.  England  and  Wales. 

Respiratory  ...  0.57  ...  ....  0.53 

Non-respiratory  0.18  ...  ...  o.  10 
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Health  Visiting. 


The  Health  Visitors  paid  33  primary  and  1109  re-visits. 

.A.1I  the  notified  cases  arc  visited  and  if  the  case  comes  under 
the  scheme  of  the  Joint  Committee  an  environmental  form  is 
completed  and  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  giving  particulars 
of  the  housing  conditions  and  the  number  in  family. 


Housing  Accommodation. 

Where  the  accommodation  is  unsatisfactory  it  is  reported 
by  the  Health  Visitors  and  investigated  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  make  special  applications  to  the 
Housing  Committee  if  a better  house  is  required. 

The  sleeping  accommodation  of  129  respiratory  cases  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was : — 

Patients  having  a bed  and  room  to  themselves  ...  53 

Patients  occupying  a separate  bed  but  sharing  room  14 
Patients  occupying  a bed  with  others  ...  ...  62 

Notice  was  received  of  admission  of  patients  to  Institutions 
as  follows : — 

Kinver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  3 

Prestwood  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  13 

Himley  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  3 

Standon  Hall  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Yarnfield  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  — 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to 
the  staff  of  the  whole  Department  for  their  loyal  support  and 
co-operation. 

Also,  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees,  I wish  to  express 
my  grateful  thanks  for  the  kind  and  courteous  manner  in  which 
they  have  supported  me. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  F.  CAPPER. 

i6th  June,  1939. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1938. 


Males. 

Females. 

I. 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles 

— 

— 

3- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4- 

Whooping-  Cough 

— 

I 

5- 

Diphtheria 

I 

5 

6. 

Influenza 

3 

3 

7- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

I 

— 

9- 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

6 

15 

lO. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

6 

I 

1 1. 

Syphilis 

— 

— ■ 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  etc. 

I 

— 

13- 

Cancer 

32 

18 

14. 

Diabetes 

5 

— 

'5- 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

10 

8 

16. 

Heart  disease 

54 

40 

17- 

.Aneurysm 

I 

18. 

Other  Circulatory 

14 

8 

19. 

Bronchitis 

7 

9 

20. 

Pneumonia 

18 

18 

21. 

Other  Respiratory 

I 

2 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

I 

— 

23- 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

I 

I 

24. 

Appendicitis 

I 

2 

25- 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

...  — 

— 

26. 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

— 

3 

27. 

Other  Digestive 

6 

2 

28. 

Nephritis 

8 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

I 

30- 

Other  Puerperal 

— 

2 

31- 

Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

15 

8 

32. 

Senility- 

13 

9 

33- 

Suicide 

6 

I 

34- 

Other  Violence 

II 

3 

35- 

Other  Defined  Causes 

15 

17 

36. 

Ill-defined  Causes 

37- 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

I 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  performed  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1938. 

NUISANCES  AND  OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH. 


F'oul  drains,  water  closets,  cesspools,  sinks,  urinals  ...  92 

Insufficient  water  closets  and  drains  ...  ...  ...  192 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  offensive  matter  ...  43 

.Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  ...  ...  21 

Chimneys  emitting  large  quantities  of  smoke  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dwelling-houses  needing  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

Dwelling-houses  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1517 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  93, 

P.H.A.,  1936 15 


PRINCIPAL  STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS 
CARRIED  OUT. 

5 Additional  water  closets  provided. 

13  Water  closets  substituted  for  12  privies. 

22  Water  closets  substituted  for  22  pail  closets. 

8 Pail  closets  substituted  for  8 privies. 

59  New  Water  closets  substituted  for  59  dilapidated  water 
closets. 

156  Water  closets  substituted  for  151  waste  water  closets. 
380  Dustbins  substituted  for  218  roofed  ashpits. 

22  Dustbins  substituted  for  15  open  ashpits. 

31 1 Dustbins  substituted  for  31 1 worn-out  dustbins. 

33  Dustbins  provided  where  there  was  no  ashes 

accommodation. 

48  New  drain  inspection  chambers. 

24  Drain  ventilating  shafts. 

1353  Yards  of  new  glazed  stoneware  drains  laid  on  54  premises. 
21  New  syphon  gully  traps  fitted. 

29  New  water  closet  pedestal  pans  fitted. 

15  New  flushing  apparatus  fitted  to  water  closets. 

2 Water  closets  cleared. 

35  Drains  cleared. 
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13  New  inspection  chamber  covers. 
51  Water  closets  put  in  order. 

7 Drains  repaired. 

2 Intercepting  'I'raps  provided. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  providing  more  up  to  date 
sanitary  accommodation  was  kept  well  up  to  a high  standard. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  converted  to  fresh  water 
closets  was  156  water  closets  for  15 1 waste  water  closets,  12 
water  closets  were  substituted  for  12  privies,  and  as  shown  in 
the  particulars  of  structural  alterations  a considerable  amount 
of  work  has  been  done. 

The  number  of  privies  left  in  the  Area  is  83  and  several 
of  these  will  be  demolished  shortly  when  the  tenants  of  the 
houses  have  been  rehoused  and  the  property  demolished  under 
the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Act.  Only  a few  privies  exist 
in  places  where  no  sewer  exists  and  in  these  cases  the  owners 
are  requested  to  convert  the  privies  into  pail  closets,  in  which 
case  the  latter  type  are  emptied  and  cleansed  weekly. 

The  work  of  dispensing  with  ashpits  is  proceeding  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner  and  during  the  year  402  dustbins  were 
provided  to  replace  233  ashpits,  33  dustbins  where  no  ashpit 
accommodation  was  provided  and  31 1 dustbins  to  replace  31 1 
worn-out  dustbins.  Altogether  746  new  dustbins  were  provided. 
The  type  of  dustbin  now  provided  is  of  a better  quality  than 
those  supplied  by  owners  in  previous  years,  and  the  life  of  the 
dustbin  is  therefore  much  longer  and  gives  more  satisfaction 
to  owners  as  well  as  the  local  authority. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

These  premises,  which  are  situated  in  various  parts  of  the 
Area,  are  inspected  at  frequent  intervals,  and  they  are  kept  in 
a clean  condition ; but  in  spite  of  all  the  attention  given  to 
these  conveniences  there  are  still  certain  members  of  the  public 
who  will  insist  on  fouling  either  the  water  closet  or  the  urinal, 
this  nuisance  is  not  so  bad  as  it  was  in  previous  years. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  Hednesford  is  becoming 
worn  out  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  have  under  considera- 
tion the  (luestion  of  providing  more  up  to'  date  conveniences, 
which  I hope  will  be  provided  in  the  near  future. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  SCHOOLS. 

Inspections  are  made  of  all  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  the 
schools  in  the  Area.  The  premises  generally  are  found  to  be 
kept  in  a clean  condition.  The  schools  belonging  to  the  Council 
are  all  provided  with  conveniences  on  the  water  carriage  system. 
At  certain  other  schools  belonging  to  other  bodies  the 
conveniences  are  not  up  to  the  standard  required  and  notices 
have  been  served  on  the  persons  responsible,  to  carry  out 
improvements ; at  one  school  the  old  waste  water  closets,  privies 
and  urinal  were  demolished  and  ten  new  water  closets  and  one 
urinal  were  erected. 

Any  defects  found  at  the  schools  are  reported,  in  the  case 
of  Council  Schools,  to  the  Education  Department  and  in  the 
case  of  other  schools  to  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee 
concerned. 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  RESTRIGTIONS  AGTS  1920  to  1925 
Section  2 (2)  of  Act,  1920. 

No  applications  were  received,  under  the  above-mentioned 
Acts  during  the  year. 


HOUSES  IMPROVED. 


Houses  repaired  and  renovated  throughout 

Houses  respouted 

Houses  repointed  or  cemented 

Roofs  repaired 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

Chimneys  repaired 

Damp  proof  courses  provided 

New  wood  floors  and  wood  floors  repaired 

Quarry  and  brick  floors  repaired 

New  firegrates  fitted  or  repaired 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  sashcords  and  fasteners 
fitted 

New  doors  and  doors  repaired 
Handrails  fixed  on  staircases 
New  sinks  fitted  or  repaired 
Airbricks  fitted 
Staircases  lighted 
New  staircases 
Stair  treads  repaired 
New  coppers  fitted 


185 

144 

305 

94 

1497 
42  ' 

22 

167 

223 

219 

549 

220 

70 

90 

50 

5 

4 

44 
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Coppers  and  fireboxes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Foodstores  provided  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Sculleries  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Yard  paving  relaid  and  yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  106 

Burst  water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  coalhouses  built.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspecion  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  459 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1466 

{2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  421 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  tor  the  purpose  ...  1390 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  96 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  to  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  363 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(b)  By  Local  .ALUthority  in  default  of  owners  o 
Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  14 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  house  refuse  tips,  sewage  disposal 
works  to  ascertain  if  any  sign  of  rats  were  prevalent  at  these 
places,  it  was  only  necessary  to  deal  with  one  house  refuse  tip 
and  on  this  it  was  found  that  rats  had  come  from  a nearby 
building.  This  building  was  dealt  with  by  laying  rat  baits  and 
the  results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Attention  is  paid  to  all  places  where  food  is  sold,  prepared 
and  stored,  such  as  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  foodshops, 
fishmongers  and  the  local  markets,  and  all  local  hotels  and 
restaurants. 

Two  methods  are  adopted  to  eradicate  the  rodents  and  these 
are  as  follows  : — 

(i)  Rat  baits  are  made  and  placed  in  convenient  places, 
the  number  of  baits  laid  are  checked  very  carefully 
from  the  time  they  are  put  down  until  they  are  either 
consumed  or  become  stale.  No  baits  are  laid  where 
animals  or  children  can  get  access  to  them. 


(a)  The  drain  testing-  machine  is  charged  with  sulphur 
dioxide  mixed  with  a special  paper,  smoke  is  driven 
into  the  rat  runs  ami  this  has  proved  very  successful. 
This  latter  method  is  onlv  used  on  premises  which 
are  out  in  the  open. 


LtVINC  VANS  AND  TENTS. 

There  are  now  only  seven  vans  in  the  district  and  the 
number  of  occupants  is  9 persons  or  1.28  persons  per  van.  The 
number  of  vans  is  getting  less  each  year  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  number  will  be  wiped  out  in  the  course  of  one  or  two  years 
time. 

The  travelling  van  dweller  has  not  been  seen  very  often 
during  the  year,  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  of  untidiness 
or  any  nuisances  caused  or  found  in  our  country  lanes  and  bye- 
roads. 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Nature  of  Offence. 


Remarks. 


Application  for  Warrent  to  enter  premises  Nod. 

159,  Gorsemoor  Road,  Heath  Hayes.  Application  granted. 


A fine  of  I os.  in 
both  cases. 


Contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  Section  154.  (Two  cases). 

Contravention  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Section  154. 

Contravention  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Section  154. 

Contraventions  of  the  Shops  Acts,  1912 — 

1928.  (Three  cases).  A fine  of  los.  in  each  case. 

Contravention  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1875,  Section  116. 

Contravention  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 

Regulations,  1924.  Fined  £^2  2s 

Contravention  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  Section 
7,  Sub-section  2. 


Fined  £1. 


Fined  15s. 


Fined  £s  S^- 
Costs  £b  2S.  6d. 
Fined  £1. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Dec.  1936  Dec.  1937  Dec.  1938 


Registered  Slaughter-houses 

20 

19 

17 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses 

8 

8 

8 

Visits  to  Meat  .Shops 

1307 

■ 1170 

1374 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses 

1040 

1205 

1603 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. — Tuberculosis. 


Bovines : — 

Weight  lbs. 

7 Carcases  and  all 

organs 

4446 

8 Pieces  of  Beef 

918 

19  Heads 

29  Sets  of  Lungs. 

20  Livers. 

5 Stomachs. 

541 

Pigs : — 

Weight  lbs. 

5 Carcases  and  all 

organs 

899 

125  Heads 

54  Plucks. 

3 Other  organs. 

2089 

4 Pieces  of  Pork 

3 Livers. 

.80 

OTHER  DISEASES,  UNSOUND  FOOD,  ETC. 
Bovines: — 

2 Sets  of  Lung'S, 
lo  Livers. 

Pigs : — 

I Set  of  Lungs, 
lo  Plucks. 


Sheep  and  Lambs: — Weight  lbs. 

I Sheep  carcase  and  all  organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

I Liver. 

Other  Foods: — Weight  lbs. 

28  Rabbits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

I Box  of  Mackerel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

I Bag  of  Mussells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

10  Bags  of  Chestnuts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

SUMMARY  OF  WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED. 

Weight  lbs. 

Bovines  ...  ...  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  5905 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  3068 

Sheep  and  Lambs  Other  Diseases  ...  ...  34 

Other  Foods  ...  Other  Diseases  ...  ...  490 


TOTAL  9497 


Or  4 tons,  4 cwts,  3 qrs,  5 lbs. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 


(Set  out  in  the  various  Wards), 


Bridgetown 

Cannock 

Chadsmoor 

Hednesford 

Heath  Hayes 

Littleworth 


Slaughter-houses  Butchers’  Meat 
Registered.  Licensed.  Shops.  Stalls. 


2 

4 
3 

5 
2 
I 


2 

I 

I 

3 

I 


4 

9 

7 

15 

4 

4 


16 


17 


43 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 


Notices  of  slaughter,  which  arc  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  were  as  follows : — 


Three  hours’  notice 

192 

Notice  of  Disease,  Art.  9 .. 

30 

.Animals  inspected  were  : — 

Bovines 

1083 

Calves 

36 

Pigs  

1743 

Sheep 

1449 

TOTAL 

• 43” 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  MEAT  SHOPS 

and  MEAT  VANS. 

The  number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses  has  been  reduced 
by  two  during  the  year,  there  are  now  17  Registered  Slaughter- 
houses and  8 Licensed  Slaughterhou.ses  in  the  Area. 

The  Slaughterhouses  in  the  Area  are 

very  scattered  and  a 

motor  van  is  provided  to  visit  these  places  and  remove  all 
unsound  meat  or  ofi'als  which  arc  found  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

Some  of  the  Registered  Slaughterhouses  are  very  old  and 
the  facilities  are  not  as  up  to  date  as  some  of  the  Licensed 
Slaughterhouses  which  have  been  erected  during  the  past  20  to 
25  years.  The  occupiers  keep  the  premises  in  a clean  and  tidy 
condition,  and  are  always  willing  to  carry  out  any  suggestions 
for  making  improvements  which  are  made  by  the  Department. 

All  slaughterhouses  are  provided  with  electric  light  and  every 
butcher  has  installed  an  electric  refrigerator,  most  of  the 
refrigerators  are  of  a most  up  to  date  type  and  on  inspection 
they  are  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition. 

The  meat  shops  in  the  Area  are  more  modern  than  of 
previous  years,  several  meat  traders  have  had  their  shops 
renovated  and  more  up  to  date  fittings  provided. 

Premises  where  cooked  or  partly  cooked  foods  are  prepared, 
these  premises  are  inspected  weekly  and  special  attention  is 
paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises  also  the  quality  of  the 
food  being  prepared. 

There  are  two  markets  in  this  Area,  one  is  held  at  Cannock 
and  one  at  Hednesford.  The  one  at  Cannock  is  open  on  Tues- 
days, Fridays  and  Saturdays  and  the  one  at  Hednesford  on 
Saturdays  only.  All  meat  and  other  foods  deposited  and  exposed 
for  sale  is  inspected  each  market  day,  the  majority  of  the  meat 
brought  into  these  markets  is  brought  from  abattoirs  of  adjoining 
towns,  also  during  the  past  year  a larger  amount  of  imported 
meat  has  been  sold  here.  The  meat  stalls,  meat  blocks  and 
utensils  are  carefully  watched  to  see  that  they  are  kept  in  a 
clean  condition.  After  each  market  day  all  stalls,  meat  blocks 
and  utensils  are  cleaned  down  and  all  bones  and  trimmings  are 
collected  on  each  market  day  by  a firm  of  bone  dealers. 

The  trade  of  a meat  dealer  is  on  the  increase  in  regards  to 
selling  meat  from  motor  vans.  These  vehicles  are  inspected, 
also  the  meat  therein,  each  time  one  is  seen,  the  interior  of  the 
vans  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 

The  meat  slaughtered  in  this  Area  is  still  of  good  quality, 
with  the  exception  of  one  case,  and  it  was  necessary  to  seize 
meat  from  one  slaughterhouse  and  submit  same  to  a Justice  of 
the  Peace,  summary  proceedings  followed. 

All  unsound  meat  and  other  foods  are  removed  to  the 
premises  of  the  Cannock  Agricultural  Company,  Ltd.,  where 
same  is  destroyed  and  a Certificate  is  received  from  the  firm  for 
all  unsound  meat  and  other  foods  received. 
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TABLE  FROM  CIRCULAR  1650. 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

except 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

625 

480 

36 

1470 

1760 

Number  inspected  

616 

467 

36 

1449 

1743 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

7 

5 

1 

11 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  ... 

1.1 

1.1 

.1 

.6 

Tuberculosis,  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

7 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

15 

17 

142 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 

Tuberculosis  

2.4 

5.1 

— 

— 

8.4 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

During  the  year  five  new  Licences  were  granted  to  persons 
employed  by  butchers  in  the  area.  These  applicants  had  had 
experience  in  the  meat  trade  previously  and  they  also  satisfied 
the  Authority  that  they  were  capable  of  slaughtering  animals. 

Seventy-five  Renewal  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 

All  stunning  instruments  have  been  examined  and  all  have 
been  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

KNACKERS  YARD. 

There  is  only  one  Knackers  Yard  in  this  area  and  these 
premises  are  inspected  very  frequently.  They  are  always  found 
to  be  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Number  of  visits  40. 
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ICE  CREAM. 


During'  the  year  30  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  ■where 
ice  cream  is  made  and  sold,  these  premises  were  found  to  be 
kept  in  a clean  condition. 

I am  glad  to  find  that  the  majority  of  ice  cream  retailers 
now  sell  ice  cream  which  is  already  packed  in  cartons  and  stored 
in  refrigerators,  which  are  specially  adapted  for  the  purpose. 


RAC  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911—1928. 

No  samples  of  Rag  Flock  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  area. 
The  premises  are  always  kept  in  a very  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 
AND  UNDER  REGULAR  INSPECTION. 


Cowsheds 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Purveyors  of  Milk  from  other  Districts  selling  milk  in 
this  area 
Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses:  Registered  17,  Licensed  8 

Butchers’  Shops 

Meat  Stalls 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds 

Mortuaries 

Knackers  Yard 

Common  Lodging  House 

Factories 


36 

45 

47 

20 

25 

43 

17 

61 

7 

2 

I 

I 

108 


CANAL  BOATS. 

There  is  very  little  improvement  in  the  canal  boat  traffic  in 
this  area,  as  compared  with  last  year  ; the  bulk  of  coal  sent  away 
from  this  area  either  goes  by  rail  or  road. 
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During-  the  year  15  visits  were  made  to  the  following 
Wharves  : — 

2 to  Walk  Mill  Wharf. 

8 to  Hecinesford  Wharf. 

4 to  Leacroft  Wharf. 

I to  Churchbridge  Locks. 


MOTOR  AMBULANCES. 

The  Council  have  two  Motor  Ambulances.  In  the  past 
year  the  number  of  cases  of  sickness  and  accidents  removed  to 
Hospital  was  825.  The  number  of  miles  registered  was  21,166, 
or  25.6  miles  per  journey. 

The  ambulances  are  adequately  disinfected  and  cleansed 
after  each  journey.  The  drivers  continue  to  carry  a full 
complement  of  First-Aid  requisites. 


FISH  FRIERS. 

During  the  year  7 applications  were  received  from  persons 
for  consent  to  commence  to  trade  as  a fish  frier.  All 
applications  are  advertised  in  the  local  Press,  and  any  person 
may  make  representation  in  writing  either  in  support  or 
objecting  to  the  application.  Such  representations  are  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Committee.  The  applications  and  repre- 
sentations are  then  considered  by  the  Committee. 

Of  the  7 applications  received,  4 were  granted,  and  3 not 
granted.  Seven  applications  were  granted  for  businesses  to  be 
transferred  from  one  person  to  another,  and  two  fish  friers  have 
given  up  the  trade.  There  are  now  61  fish  friers  in  the  area, 
which  is  two  more  than  last  year. 

The  premises  are  visited  frequently  and  special  attention  is 
taken  of  the  general  cleanliness,  such  as  the  cleansing  of  the 
stove,  utensils,  floors  and  walls,  and  the  disposal  of  the  fish 
offal. 


Every  fish  frier  has  a modern  or  up-to-date  stove,  and  the 
majority  of  these  people  purchase  fish  already  trimmed.  This 
saves  them  the  trouble  of  having  a lot  of  fish  offal  to  dispose 
of.  'The  premises,  generally,  are  kept  in  a very  clean  and  tidy 
condition. 
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DISINFESTATION. 


The  number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  9 

The  number  of  Council  houses  disinfested  ...  9 

The  number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  40 

The  number  of  other  houses  disinfested  ...  40 

The  method  of  disinfesting  employed  is  as  follows : If 
houses  are  single  or  semi-detached,  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  is 
used.  The  tenants  are  rehoused  for  at  least  two  nights  so  that 
the  house  can  be  certified  free  from  gas  and  vermin.  In  other 
cases  where  houses  are  in  rows  a well-known  insecticidal  fluid 
is  used  and  every  part  of  the  house  is  sprayed. 

The  belongings  of  tenants  such  as  furniture,  pictures  and 
bedsteads  are  treated  at  the  house,  except  in  cases  where  a 
removal  is  taking  place,  then  in  a case  like  that  the  furniture 
and  other  household  goods  are  removed  in  a container  to  the 
Disinfesting  Station  and  disinfested  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide 
Gas.  All  bedding,  bed  clothes,  soft  furnishings  and  clothing 
are  steam  disinfected  at  the  Disinfesting  Station.  The  latter 
course  is  carried  out  at  every  house  where  bugs  have  been 
found  and  the  house  treated. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority,  by  a staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  who 
have  been  trained  in  this  work,  two  members  of  the  staff  are 
qualified  in  First-Aid  work. 

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  loads  of  furniture  have  been 
disinfested  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  from  the  houses  where 
tenants  have  been  re-housed  in  Council  houses.  All  bedding 
and  soft  furnishings  were  dealt  with  by  passing  through  the 
Steam  Disinfector. 

All  tenants  are  periodically  visited  following  the  cleansing 
of  their  houses  in  order  to  educate  them  as  to  the  methods  of 
preventing  re-infestation. 


STEAM  DISINFECTOR. 

'fhe  steam  disinfector  at  the  Council’s  depot  was  used  for 
disinfecting  the  following  articles : — 
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Disinfestation. 


Beds 

66 

428 

Bedcovers 

20 

109 

Blankets 

140 

753 

Bolsters 

41 

408 

Quilts 

20 

563 

Mattresses 

2 

10 

Pillows 

138 

955 

Sheets 

57 

84 1 

Eiderdowns 

9 

159 

Other  Articles 

128 

635 

Totals 

621 

4861 

Number  of  times  Disinfector  used  225 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  in  this  area  is  provided  by  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  the  water  being  of  a very 
good  quality. 

During  the  year  22  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  Three  of  these  were 
from  wells,  six  from  taps  from  a private  supply,  three  from 
springs,  seven  from  pumps  and  three  from  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company’s  taps. 

The  seven  samples  of  water  taken  from  pumps,  were 
obtained  from  pumps  belonging  to  the  Cannock  Conduit  Trust, 
these  pumps  are  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  district.  The 
Secretary  for  this  Trust  was  informed  of  the  results  of  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  these  samples  of 
water. 

The  arm  of  each  pump  was  removed  later,  so  that  no 
persons  could  obtain  any  water,  the  cistern  at  each  pump  has 
been  emptied  and  cleansed,  the  mains  have  been  examined, 
certain  fractures  were  found  in  the  mains,  repairs  and  improve- 
ments are  in  hand  on  the  mains  and  pumps. 

All  the  houses  in  the  area  have  a separate  supply  of  water 
supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  by 
means  of  a tap  over  the  sink,  with  the  exception  of  the  following : 


63 


4 Houses  obtain  water  from  wells. 

4 Houses  obtain  water  from  springs  where  water  is 
collected  into  shallow  wells. 

lo  Houses  obtain  water  from  a Colliery  which  is 
situated  near  the  houses. 

3 Houses  obtain  water  from  one  common  stand  pipe. 

These  houses  have  been  dealt  with  in  a road 
widening  scheme. 

4 Houses  obtain  water  from  the  Conduit  Trust  supply. 
2 Houses  have  no  internal  supply.  The  occupants  of 

these  houses  have  to  carry  water  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes  from  adjoining  premises.  A 
Demolition  Order  has  been  made  on  one  of  these 
houses. 

At  seven  houses  a supply  of  water  was  provided  by  the 
W aterworks  Company. 


WATER  COURSES. 

An  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  various  water  courses, 
and  samples  of  water  taken  from  certain  streams. 

The  water,  on  inspection,  has  appeared  to  be  fairly  clean 
and  satisfactory. 

Eight  samples  of  water  from  various  streams  have  been 
taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


MILK. 

The  number  of  milk  producers  on  the  Register  is  26,  of 
these  ten  are  producers  of  “Accredited”  milk.  The  number  of 
milking  cows  kept  is  278,  or  an  average  of  ten  cows  per  farm. 
At  these  26  farms  there  are  36  cowsheds. 

The  producers  are  as  set  out  in  the  following  table : — 

Wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Wholesalers  and  Retailers  ...  8 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  13 

There  are  also  45  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the  area,  and 
47  Retail  Purveyors  whose  premises  are  outside  this  area. 

Considerable  time  is  put  in,  in  inspecting  cowsheds  and 
dairies.  Cowsheds  are  visited  at  milking  time,  both  early 
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morning-  anti  afternoons,  samples  of  milk  are  taken  on  these 
visits.  58  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  in  19  cases  the  milk 
proveil  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  the  cases  where  milk  samples 
proved  unsatisfactory  further  samples  were  taken  and  the  cause 
of  the  unsatisfactory  milk  was  g-onc  into,  often  this  was  due 
to  the  milker  not  using-  a clean  cloth  for  wiping  the  udders  and 
teats  of  the  cows  or  was  due  to  dirt  beneath  the  seat  of  the 
milking-  stool,  in  one  case  it  was  due  to  the  milker  not  washing 
his  hands  properly. 

When  these  faults  are  found  the  producers  attention  is 
drawn  to  the  matter  and  the  repeat  samples  have  very  often 
proved  satisfactory. 

The  question  of  providing  steam  sterilizing  outfits  is  still 
being  pursued  by  the  Department  and  in  the  near  future  it  is 
hoped  that  all  the  producers  and  retailers  will  have  installed  one. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  several  cowsheds, 
such  as  relaying-  floors,  providing  automatic  drinking  cups  which 
are  fixed  at  the  head  of  each  stall,  more  window  space  has 
been  provided  in  certain  cowsheds. 

The  following  licences  were  g-ranted  to  sell  designated  milks : 


Designation 

No.  of  Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

Accredited 

3 

Pasteurised 

3 

MILK  SUPPLY  TO  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  41  samples  of  milk  have  been  obtained 
from  the  Schools,  in  each  case  the  sample  was  satisfactory  and 
passed  the  Phosphatase  Test. 


SHOPS  ACT. 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made : — 

Number  of  premises  inspected  ...  ...  •.  524 

Number  of  persons  reported  for  contravention  of 

the  Acts  (and  cautioned  by  letter)  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  persons  against  whom  summary 

proceedings  were  instituted  ...  ...  ..  4 

Visits  are  made  to  all  parts  of  the  Area  and  observations 
made  on  all  shops  found  to  be  open  for  serving  of  customers 
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after  the  hours  of  closing-.  Visits  are  also  made  on  Sundays 
to  shops  in  the  Area  which  arc  found  to  be  open. 

Every  case  of  a shop-keeper  found  to  be  causing-  a 
contravention  of  the  Shops  Acts  is  reporte{l  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

The  standard  of  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation  in 
the  shops  is  of  a higher  standard  than  previously. 

One  exemption  was  granted  during  the  year  for  exclusion 
of  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation.  In  this  case  the  shop 
was  of  a lock-up  type  and  the  occupier,  who  is  the  sole  person 
employed  in  the  shop,  resides  in  a ' house  near  to  the  shop 
premises. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  work  of  making  observations  on  chimney  stacks  at 
the  various  factories  is  well  carried  out,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  serve  notices  on  certain  occupiers  of  factories  for  emitting 
smoke  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a nuisance. 

In  each  case  the  occupier  and  person  in  charge  of  the  boilers 
is  interviewed  and  the  method  of  stoking  is  observed,  in  most 
cases  the  trouble  is  due  to  the  stoker  having  to  perform  other 
duties,  therefore  the  fire  becomes  low  and  he  overcharges  the 
fire  with  coal. 

Manufacturers  are  always  willing  to  co-operate  with  this 
Department  in  trying  to  keep  down  the  emission  of  large 
quantities  of  smoke  and  in  certain  instances  new  apparatus  has 
been  installed  to  the  boilers. 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  the  worst  smoke 
nuisance  in  this  Area  is  from  certain  pit  mounds,  it  is  hoped 
that  a new  Act  of  Parliament  will  be  made  shortly  to  deal  with 
this  type  of  nuisance. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I wish  to  state  that  the  work  of 
the  Department  is  growing  very  rapidly  due  to  new  legislation 
in  connection  with  Public  Health  matters  and  the  work  has 
proceeded  in  a very  able  and  efficient  manner. 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
assistance  given  to  me  in  carrying  out  my  duties,  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Capper)  and  the  Inspectors  and 
Clerks  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRED  TURNER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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